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BATTLE ROYALE 

SHIRO IWA Junior High School • Grade 9/Cla$s B - Student Roster 

Boys: 21 • Girts: 21 - Total: 42 



15: Noriko Nakagawa 8: Kayoko Kotohiki 1: Mizuho Inada 



16: Yuka Nakagawa 9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 



17: Satomi Noda 10: Hirono Shimizu 3: Megumi Etou 



18: Fumiyo Fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Souma 4: Sakura Ogawai 



19: Chisato Matsui 12: Haruka Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kanai 



20: Kaori Minami 13: Takako Chigusa 6: Yukiko Kitano 



21: Yoshimi Yahagi 14: Mayumi Tendo 7: Yumiko Kusaka 



15: Shuuya Nanahara 8: Yoji Kuramoto 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 



17: Mitsuru Numai 10: Ryuhei Sasagawa 3: Tatsumichi Ooki 



18: Tadakatsu Hatagami 11: Hiroki Sugimura 4: Toshinori Oda 



19: Shinji Mimura 12: Yutaka Sato 5: Shogo Kawada 



20: Kyoichi Motobuchi 13: Yuichiro Takiguchi 6: Kazuo Kiriyama 



21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: Yoshitoki Kuninobu 
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KOUSHUN TAKAMI & MASAYUKITAGUCHI 




It’s a lottery. But in this lottery, there’s no 
multimillion-dollar check to turn your life 
around. No, this is the worst thing that could 
happen to you if you’re a ninth grader in the 
economically and sociologically bankrupt future 
that creators Koushun Takami and Masayuki 
Taguchi have dreamed up. Their controversial 
series about “The Program”—a game that picks 
random classes and puts them on an abandoned 
island for a televised fight to the death—has 
drawn an incredible following in Japan. Is 
America ready for it? Are you ready for it? 
TOKYOPOP brings you this groundbreaking series 
featuring an English adaptation by renowned 
writer Keith Giffen. Put aside your morals, hold 
on to your seats and prepare yourself for an 
unforgettable manga experience... Prepare 
yourself for BATTLE ROYALE! 
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THE PROGRAM: UPDATE 


PROGRAM CONDITIONS: 

All members of the class must kill each other until one 
survivor remains • All students are supplied with a ration 
of food, a map of the island and a weapon • All students 
will wear an explosive bomb collar which also monitors 
life signs • Students are free to move about the island but 
must stay out of designated danger zones that will 
frequently change locations • If there is more than one 
survivor at the end of the game, the remaining bomb 
collars will detonated. 
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CHAPTER 8: Mitsuko Souma kills Megumi Etou 







































IN TBS NEXT VOLUME OF BATTLE KOYALE: 

The demented Mr. Kamon has kicked off the program 
with more than a few “bangs,” and it looks like he’s 
going to get his share of sick kicks now that the 
carnage has started. While Shuuya reels from this 
nightmare, he continues his search for friends he can 
trust. But will his hopes to form an alliance to 
defeat “The Program” be dashed by the deception and 
manipulation of those who wish to win the game? 
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STORY THUS 





In the near future, a random class of 9th 
traders has been chosen to compete on “The 
Propram,” a popular reality show that require* 
Its contestants to battle to the death In a secret 
location. Included In this class are Shuuya 
Nanahara, Noriko Nakapawa, Shopo Kawada, 
Karuo Klrlyama, and Mltsuko Souma. Five stu- 
dents that couldn’t be more different, yet nov 
find themselvessharlnp a common pllpht. Either 
they put aside their humanity and hunt their 
fellov classmates or they die, as the only rule 
of “The Propram” Is kill or be killed. Yoshitoki 
Kunlnobu becomes the first victim. He is shot 
without remorse for his Insubordination by the 
homicidal maniac In charpe of “The Propram," 
Mr. Kamon. 

Tlnwllllnp to Join In the slauphter, Shuuya, 
Yoshltokl’s best friend, attempts to rally his 
fellow students topether to stand apalnst the 
povernment that ruined their lives. As Shuuya 
pursues his dream of an alliance, the beautiful 
but deadly Mltsuko’s brutal behavior proves 
that some students have no use for allies. Some 
students are playlnp to win. With uncertainty 
around every corner, tension setttnp In, and 
death a possibility with every student he meets, 
Shuuya finds himself clinplnp to hope in a 
niphtnare from which he will never wake. 
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BATTLE ROYALE INDEX. 1.1 



NON- 

AGGRESSIVE 
DEFENSE ARMY 

Land-based divi¬ 
sion of fhe 
Greater East Asia 
Republic's mili¬ 
tary. The Non- 
Aggressive 
Defense Army is 
comprised solely 
of volunteers, as 
the institution of 
a draft system 
within the 
Commonwealth is 
prohibited by law. 


GREATER EAST ASIA REPUBLIC (COMMONWEALTH) 

Located in the chain of islands composing Eastern Asia, the 
Commonwealth was established in the 21st century as a socialist nation. 
With its strong police force and military, the Commonwealth unsurpris¬ 
ingly enjoys one of the lowest national crime rates in the world, with the 
majority of the population living in peace and tranquility. The occasional 
protester or resistance movement is dealt with quickly and efficiently, 
with the guilty party facing charges of treason. When convicted, they are 
punished and removed from the country. Heavy limitation on imports has 
led the Commonwealth to accept a de facto isolationist policy. However, 
despite widespread humanitarian concerns within the international com¬ 
munity. the Commonwealth exports billions in manufactured goods each 


year, due to the 
superior quality and 
low price of their 
products. As a 
result, the Common¬ 
wealth's economy 
has the highest per 
capita GNP in the 
world. 


if- m 



I}! 
V • 


7, 


THE PROGRAM 



THE NECKLACE 


Official name: Greater East Asia Republic Combat Experiment 
Program Number 68. aka The Battle Royale Act. This once-con- 
troversial yearly program randomly selects a single 9th grade 
class from a list of 50 possible candidates to engage in a glad¬ 
iator-style fight to the death. Oeclared necessary for national 
defense and safety, the first Battle Royale took place in 1947 
and met with a fierce opposition from the national anti-military 
movement. Today, however, the Battle Royale Act has become 
standard government policy. Participation in The Program can¬ 
not be refused, and families of participants view their chil¬ 
dren's sacrifice as a civic duty. The setting in which the com¬ 
bat takes place varies, usually changing every few years. Past 
locations have included former prisons, military bases, and 
remote valleys secured by electric perimeters. The Program's 
current location is Okishima, a small island north of Takamatsu 
in the Seto Island Sea. 


Official name: Personal Electronic 
Surveillance and Restraint System. 
The result of a three-year project 
funded by the state to develop an 
infallible restraint and surveillance 
system for use in government pris¬ 
ons. "The Necklace" is a shock 
absorbing and waterproof collar that 
utilizes a triangulation-based track¬ 
ing device and an internal explosive 
that can be detonated electronically. 
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KOUSHUN TAKAMI & MASAYUKITAGUCHI 
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"Royale hits all the manga bases (martial arts, creepy old 
men, panty shots) without heinej Sailor Moon silly... A-" 

— Marc Bernardin, Entertainment Weekly 


The horror of The Program escalates In this second volume of 
Battle Royale, Koushun Takami and Masayuki Taguchi’s 
terrifying tale of friendship and betrayal. Shuuya’s attempts 
at forming an alliance lead him to the mysterious 
Shogo Kawada, a transfer student with 
uncertain motives. Shogo could be a 
powerful ally...if he can be trusted. 

Meanwhile—having also decided not 
to play the game—what fate is in 
store for devoted couple Sakura and 
Kazuhiko? And the deadly Kazuo must 
decide what to do about his gang. Will 
he allow them to join him? Or will 
Mitsuru and the rest just slow him down? 
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BATTLE ROYALE INDEX. 1.2 


DHK 

The Greater East Asia 
Republic’s public television 
channel, DHK is the govern¬ 
ment's primary means of dis¬ 
pensing information. 
Commonwealth law imposes 
strict guidelines on the net¬ 
work, and all programming is 
monitored. However, this is 
either unknown by the general 
population or ignored. 



THE ORPHANAGE 

A privately-operated child welfare institu¬ 
tion in Shiioiwa. The Orphanage serves as 
the home for abandoned children found 
within the Kagawa Prefecture. Older chil¬ 
dren at The Orphanage all attend Shiroiwa 
Junior High, a private school. Although a 
public school exists in Shiroiwa it is 
rumored to be a self-defense army train¬ 
ing ground, and is largely unattended. 




WILD SEVEN 

Shogo Kawada’s ciga¬ 
rettes of choice. Other 
domestic brands 
include "Buster" and 
"High Night." 


AIRWAVE CONTRABAND 

Foreign pop culture is strictly limited within the Greater 
East Asia Republic. Rock music, long affiliated with rebel¬ 
lion, has been declared illegal within the Commonwealth 
under the Airwave Contraband Act Violation of this 
statute carries a steep penalty, however tapes, COs, sheet 
music, and guitars are easily available on the Black 
Market. Surprisingly, government-approved electric gui¬ 
tars may also be purchased legally, as the state recog¬ 
nizes they serve a function outside of rock music. Of all 
restrictions within the Commonwealth, the ban on rock 
music may be the least effective, and has been compared 
to the American prohibition of alcohol in the 1920s. 
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BATTLE ROYALE 


In the near future, a random class of <Hh 
graders has been chosen to compete on The 
Program, a popular reality show that requires 
Its contestants to battle to the death at a secret 
location. Included in this class are Shuuya 
Nanahara, N’oriko Nakngawa, Shogo Kawada, 
Karuo Klriyama, and Mitsuko Souma. Five stu¬ 
dents that couldn’t be more different, yet now 
find themselves sharing a common plight. Either 
they put aside their humanity and hunt their 
fellow classmates, or they die. On The Program, 
the only r\ile is kill or be killed. 


As the sun rises on the first day of The Program, 
Shuuya and Noriko are joined by Shogo, the mys¬ 
terious transfer student, after he proves his 
good intentions by saving their lives. However, 
Shuuya’s dreams of forming a student alliance 
strong enough to take on the people behind The 
Program are shattered when he hears his child¬ 
hood friends Yuklko and Yumiko gunned down by 
the lethal and utterly cold Karuo. Having first 
callously murdered the members of his gang, 
Karuo’s out to win the game. And if they’re not 
careful, Shuuya and his friends may be the next 
victims in his claim to fame. 






















































































































































vouve 


WAITIN6 

f-oc Me/ 
th ev weee 

WAITIN6 

eoe me 



> ) "SHOW'S 

) 

L? ovee?/" 

if) 

q YOU COlO- 

R. j 

■± viooveo 

m 

a SON Of- A 


^ erroH.' 


11 















12 









































W OH? 


I THINK 
THAT'S 
WHY I 


W0N... 

THf 

6>AMe? 







































WHOM WHAT 
HAPPENS 

to me 


"wmeizs''? 


IN A 

t, *4 MANNeP oP 
* SPeAKINd... 




AS 
LON6 AS 

vou A 0 it?e 
ev thp 6A6 
owez... 


o\oi 

uemm 

THAT TALK- 
IN6 A0OUT 
ANV OP 
THIS 0UVS 
YOU A 
W0PU7 OP 


£ 4 * 





ONe-WAV 

vou 

6PT HO 

SAV IN THP 

MAiree. ip 

vou'pe 

noicer to me 

TeepfToeies. 

w 

LU6KY, IT'S A 

k 

MI0-PAN6P 

AT- 

hpllholp. 

f 19H 


r ' 


6>cn a 

6PA0I0US 
SI6NATUPP 
PPOM SOMP 
MUOKY-MUOK 
OP OTHPP. 




SHUT UP A HO 
LAV LOW ANC7 

THe 60 VePN- 

Mewr sees 

TO VOUP 


lookpc? 

LIKP A KIP'S 
SOPAWL. 
6000 POP 
ALAU 6 H 




*% 








/• 






1 


rj 




.u 


4 , 4 


«l 


16 

















spent A 

STPetOH 

IN THe 
HOSPITAL... 

ho one 
WALKS our 

OP THIS 
INTACT... 




























* 



OAMH 

STKAJ6HT, MV 

etrewnce 

6tve$ US AN 
ec76e. 


18 












19 


























- 





































AS 

PI PUP 

PKPSSIN6S 
60, HOI 
100 
SHASSY. 


ITU \ 

00 tiu > 
«?Me- 

THIN6 

settee , 

60Me$ * 

ALOH6.y 


6tim 

SAN P ANA. 
P0N*T SURN 
V0UKSPIP. 
































ABOUT 
MV CAJSS 

Bern 

CHOteH... 

HOT 

SMASH. 


i8 


RAJSet? 
A STINK 
ABOUT 
ALL... 
THIS... 


OtAS?. 
OWtCTtO 





HOU'tt 
JUST 
HILL Of 

supposes 





































I 1 



TRUST 

Neve* ee 

ANP 

Me. s0Me 

eeApy T0 

ITS 

THIN6S ARe 

HeAR n... 

N0T WHAT 

eerree ueer 

'srec\ALLV 

You'Re 

"Neep T0 

vou, 

THINKING. 

KNOW.* 

SHUUVA. 


' vwee 

V0U'P 86 

N<?r 

5UePI?l56P 

(?eA£7V to 

WHAT I 0 AN 

a H6AP IT 

(7(5. WH6N 

(l vet. 

PU8H6P... 


* HUH? | l 


A 

7 

#r 4 

& 


THeN, WHeN 

wewone 

eise has eeeN 

euMiNAtep... i 

MAKe MV 

awe... 




ANt? 
0NIY 
KAWAPA 

survives 

A6AIN. 


»1 





THINKIM6 
































































































































RI6HT 
'N' mOH6 

rent? 10 6 ti 

wjmto... 


OOH1 
HGl? THAT 
THe RI6HT 
WAVS HOI 
ALWAVS 
THe WAV 
TO 60. 






■j 


• W 




29 



















30 































we 6AN 


<ott PAST 
OUR CWH 

iwrepesTS 


usreNi H6 
10H0U 
ALMOSr 
MAKesMe 

HANTXO 

seueve. 


seen 

AWHILE sin u 

ive iooito 

PAST MB... 


6AN HHA T 

J 

„ t 

THU/ 

j NOT 


i eveevone's 


6or voue 







































* 


* < 


1 


■ W 






• - 




* »• 


SO 

wetter Hey w 

Z\ 6HT... ott 
WttOH6? 

rt 


i 


i 




t, 




t 


• r 




I 




4T 


ra 


.•n 



f 


WHAT 

IS 

mee? i think 

THEY MI6HT 0e 

Heeoes 


i 

THINK 

THev 010 

ALL THCY 
UMJO OO, 

6iven rue 
cmm' 

STANDS 




I 

§ 

f 


4t 












% * 








• • 


Y 


X 


v 








1 


I 

THINK 

th^v weee 

RI6HT. 


y*V 




\ 


V* 












V 














































outre 

m smooth 

OPtZATOZ, 

that one. 


wfiZ 



AN 

un expecieo 

SONUS, m 
"ALUMNUS" 
KAWA0A. HIS 

previous 

ppppopm' 

AN6P WAS 
NOTHIN6 
SHOPT OP 
MA6NI- 
PIOPNT. 































36 



















THevve 

ouruvep 

■mem useeuL 

nets... HIM 

eeeoee nee 

1 SHOULP 


peptNirm i 


He'S 

NOWHePe 

NPAJ? AS 
BASV ON 

the eves. 




_ ^; 


L*V % 


• A Pi 


ALMOST 

eeei soppy 

eon THEM, 
PALLIN6 




, i 


J# 


J 

y* 


V 








’ N 


you 

iove IT 

AS MU6H 
AS I 

PO. 


to 


I 


WHAT'S 
HOT TO 
ICNt? 
0 


t 




ANP 
I'M NOT 
THe ONLY 

one, AM 

■HM 






NOT 

THAT THAT 
STOPPPP 
MS PPOM 
PLA0IN6 A 

pisopere 

WA6eP... 


i 

POSO 

uove 

THeM 

ALL. 


m 


nuh 






















WHO 
WINS 
IT ALU 
THIS 
HtkZ? 




7: Yumiko Kusaka 


5: Izumi Kanai 


6: Yukiko Kitano 



























































LPAN, 
MEAN MO 

eesr OP 

AU... 








































ve-e$s... 


i outre 

a beet 


IT'S 

60110 

etm 

souma 

6iet. 


AHVOHt 

&A6KIH6 
A H0UH6 





out 

ztsrtcr, 

m 

rweee's 

OHVf 

out 

choice... 


sie. 




CA 




APPKW IATP 
SHP PPPW THP 
SOYTHP... 






/ 


/ 




yn v 

W\v* 




fcV 




IVP A 

pppun 6 
wm ee 
seeiN 6 ... a 

lot op hep 

IN THP PAYS 
TO OOMP. 




r* 


• v 




f 


• • 











\ 


A 






> 


f * 






a* 










wmm 








OUP 
OWN 

uiue 

AN 6 PLOP 
PPATH. 

9 




£ 


1 •.' 


I 1 


Hi 










j *•* 


113 








































WHAT? 
£OUU?N*T 
LPAVPA 
MOOS 10 

oie a tone, 
couio i? 






K *\ 


MIMURA 

000 

i... 




I 


t 


WAT6H 
THP 
STKIN6 


00 THAT 


* 


•V 




ANYONe'6 
60NNA 6B1 
1HR0U6H THIS 
INTAOf, ff'S 
MIM. 


YOU 

uiueo 

our, VUTAKA. 

YOU PINAuv 
LUCKBO 


* 


V 


r * 


i* 


thp 

LATPST IN 
THIft? W0KU? 
HOMP 

se^uerrv. 


IIB010 A 6AN. 
THUNK... OAT- 
Tee... YOU KNOW 

me peiu.. 






S0MPTHIN6 
TO THAT 

eppeor. 


\ i 


Fv v. 


\ . ^ 


u 




* /i * 




I 


us a sir or 

MAOriON 


A. 


fi 


V -1 


W ^ 

N V 


3 


*£•/. JJ# 


44 






























THINKIN6 ' 


»/V 


a Lime 

HA4K AN (7 


WH6(?e IT 
JOINTS. 
VOU 6AMf? 


COUNT 
ON MM 
TO SHOW 

urwm 

THe K0VS 
Tom 
UN60OM/ 


SON 
Of A 

arrCH/ 





























































































50 


















MIT $UKO 


sue 

ALWAYS 

KNffW... 


V'KHOH? 

HAJNKIH6 

pews* 


m 

stuff... 

Mg . 

sweAt. / 











































































i Neei 

VOJI... 



VOJI... 

VOJI 

nevee 

Mem 

TO 

HURT... 



























































55 




























» V *.1 

A- •• 


ISA V 
m STAY 

T 06 erHee 


MAfref? 
WHAT. 
V0U AHC7 

Me. 


56 
























t.. I 
Hxccn i 

WAS Stilt 
H0L0IN6.. 


V£AH... I 
6U£96 I 
(7lt7 UJ£K 

0ur. 



sweet 
pie^e vou 
6^?r Tweee, 

UICKY 

QUPi' 


160T 
STUCK 
WfTH THIS 

pie^e 

cup 


,'i 


J 


i 

M6AN... 

WITH THIS I 
CM K6AU-V 

see to oue 

SAfrrv. 



57 







































« J 


HO! 

pie Me 

WAIT/ 




eeeims 

eoe vou.. 


59 
























60 




















WHAT'S 

m <?eAL 

WITH THe 

wATeew0«s? 


vou 

6AV? 



l 0? THe 




61 


































uset? 
ro ee Me 
6 erriN 6 it.,. 
p\ueo 

oh ... 


A 00 UT 

Me... 

MIT 6 UK 0 ... 
KI(?S TALK. 


I 

KNOW 

WHAT 

YOU 

THINK. 


LOOK... 

I 

KNOW... 


MITSUKO, 
SHe... YOU 
WOULDN'T 

\mtl' 

STANP. 







THe 

ALteV 6AT 
AOTI?e$S. 
ReASON 
I'M SU6H A 
fAN 15. 





U] 

Hew. 1 

WANNA ■ 

i tHD'M HfA? 

Swx «wie- 

Y/ 

i i 

WHAT'S I f 
TO 


TOU7YO0 6 J5Jg- i 

I'M A A 6 “ ' >/ V 

uNc?ee- / 1 

STAN0? / ' 






62 


























WMf, 

HUH? 


6>OlN6 

ro THe 

MOtflKTO 
MOON 
CNtl SOMt 


...'CAuse 
YOU'te TOO 
CMSUtN 
T 0 AS* 0UT 

rwe eeAL 

THIN6. 


63 









































































































BATTLE ROYALE 






69 





























¥ 



what me 

HBU'S m 

MAiree with 

YOU?/ HUH, 
60MAMMIT/ 


Looum 

AT ¥0// 


THIS 

is we 

6AAI t! 

eeueve 

IT.' 


vou 

THINK I 
PON'T 
KNOW 
ABOUT 
VOU?/ 
/HAT YOU 

we?! 


THe 
0 \ ?U6$ 
ANP... ANP 
YOUR 

pouce 

RBOORP... 


































once... 

VOU PONT 
KHOW 
WHAT... 


v/ y 


*^7 t 

7‘Bi 




r s 

• JT *t il 

W7™ 

[ *»A 

V • * 


i i 

• . ; . 

J V 








I i*j 

ni 






















someone 
eerrez 
cme 

* * a » *jk i 

6 


LAV, "HOHeV." 
WITH VOU, At 
LCAST, I 60ULP 

6er mv kooks 


ip vou Knew 

THIS... WHV 
WOULP 

vou... 


CMOlCel! 

THPV 

TOOK 

Me/ 


4 

wj I 


Af\ 

« \ 




WHV PIP 
VOU 60 
WITH ME IP 
VOU KNeW 



I / 

r • o 

r. 




fl 


1 




//y 




l 




< 


K0W... 


VOU 

tHOVt 


HO 


■ 


uV 


I 






J € 


X 


^ 0 • 


5 


# • 


t J 

i *1 




l 




■ i 


»% 9 


. 1 ' 




Yli 
































73 





























































76 















































MIT SUKO 
ALWAYS 
TALKS 
A0OUTIT 


TH0U6WT „ 
VOUV I 

UK0... [ 


V0JI 
? 


d 










0>O. SH£ 

6cnm 

Moves, 

MAN, 


soy . new 
vou'te 

6T£PP IN' 
OUT WITH 
VOSHIMI. 


VOUP 
VIP6IN 
PAYS APe 

NUMeepep. 


9 
















V0U AN0 
m 6IKLS 


MAKIN6 
fUH Of 


LM16H?/ 


TMOUMtr 


THINK 

VOUV 

eHslOH 

THIS? 


WHAT 
SAY m 
C>m THIS 
A "STUPP 
IN," £H? 


WHAT?/ 




















































■ 


82 


































V 




r 






•A 


It 




W 


\ 


SL J 


SOlftMQ. 

I WON'T 
LfAVe VOU 
VWHIMI 


V 






*ji*2 


*•’ 


J 


MV 6IKL 




rm 


* 











iS » 




ft i 


J 




aeiANp 

NO PAIN... 


Bk 








1 - 




f V 


>!▼ 















































































88 










































































BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


number one in a series 



Shuuya Nanahara 


HEIGHT: 170 cm 
WEIGHT: 58 kg 

EXTRA CURRICULAR: Music Club 

PRIMARY TALENTS: music (N/A) / 
sports 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: empathic 
nature 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: field knife 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Orphaned at age five. Relegated to 
Jikeikan Home (see also: orphan¬ 
age). Prone to irrational outbursts 
re: perceived injustices (ref: Little 
League). Subject displays a marked 
propensity for forbidden entertain¬ 
ments (ref: rock and roll / govern¬ 
ment ban) as well as a tendency to 
hero worship the providers of said 
entertainment (ref: Armada). 
Conclusion(s): Potential merchan¬ 
dizing bonanza should he emerge 
victorious. 
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In the near future, a random class of 9th 
graders has been kidnapped, marooned on an 
Island, and forced to compete on The Program, a 
popular reality show that requires Its contest¬ 
ants to battle to the death. 

Shuuya Nanahara, Noriko Nakagava, and trans¬ 
fer student Shogo Kavada have agreed not to 
play the game. However, their fragile alliance 
has become even more tenuous since Shogo 
revealed that he actually played—and won- 
last season’s deadly game. 

Meanwhile, Yutaka Sato, the boy who could never 
catch a break, believed his luck was changing 
when he teamed up with basketball star Shlnji 
Mlmura. Unfortunately, Shlnji’s attempt to hack 
into The Program’s mainframe was shut down, 
leaving the two boys back where they started. 

Finally, martial artist Hirokl Suglmura has 
been searching for Takako Chigusa, but the 
crazed Kazushi Hilda found her first. Nlida 
drew first blood, but Takako swore not go down 
without a fight... 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 



Shogo Kawada 

HEIGHT: 183 cm (6 ft.) 

WEIGHT: 84 kg (185 lb.) 

EXTRA CURRICULAR: N/A 

PRIMARY TALENTS: survival 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: intransigent 
nature 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Remington 
M32 shotgun 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: ref: The 
Program / 2005 season. 

CONCLUSION(s): Subject must not 
be permitted a second victory. 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


number six in a scries 



Shinji Mimura 


HEIGHT: 172 cm (5 ft. 8 in.) 

WEIGHT: 59 kg (130 lb.) 

EXTRA CURRICULAR: Varsity basket¬ 
ball, yearbook 

PRIMARY TALENTS: Innate athleti¬ 
cism, intuitive grasp of abstracts 
with regard to complicated situa¬ 
tions 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: Anti-authority 
tendencies, megalomania, overac¬ 
tive libido 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Beretta M92F 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 
Athletically gifted; arguably the 
most physically fit of the current 
crop of contestants. Parents N/A. 
Patriarchal uncle (name withheld) 
exerted primary developmental 
influences (ref: Acts of Defiance / 
sub ref: rebellion / grass roots). 
Although sexually active, subject 
displays marked misogynistic ten¬ 
dencies. 

CONCLUSION(s): Strong "bad boy" 
marketing potential regardless of 
survival. 
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SHIRO IWA Junior High School - Grade 9/Class 6 - Student Roster 

Boys: 21 - Girts: 21 • Total: 42 



15: Noriko Nakagawa 8: Kayoko Kotohiki 1: Mizuho Inada 



16: Yuka Nakagawa 9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 



17: Satomi Noda 10: Hirono Shimizu 3: Megumi Etou 



18: Fumiyo Fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Souma 4: Sakura Ogawai 



19: Chisato Matsui 12: Haruka Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kanai 



20: Kaori Minami 13: Takako Chigusa 6: Yukiko Kitano 





21: Yoshimi Yahagi 14: Mayumi Tendo 7: Yumiko Kusaka 



15: Shuuya Nanahara 8: Yoji Kuramoto 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 



17: Mitsuru Numai 10: Ryuhei Sasagawa 3: Tatsumichi Ooki 



19: Shinji Mimura 12: Yutaka Sato 5: Shogo Kawada 



20: Kyoichi Motobuchi 13: Yuichiro Takiguchi 6: Kazuo Kiriyama 



21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: Yoshitoki Kuninobu 















THE PROGRAM: UPDATE 

CHAPTERS 25-32 


CHAPTER 30 



Kaori Minami shoots Hirono Shimizu. 


CHAPTER 32 



Mimura and Yutaka form a new plan 




CHAPTER 27 



OANGER ZONES 
(Up lo Chapter 32) 



Hiroki Sugimura finds Takako Chigusa 



Shuuya and Shogo care lor Noriko 




















































































































COMING ATTRACTIONS 




□n the next exciting episode of THE PROGRAM! 


With the failure of their first plan to disable The Program s collars, Shinji 
Mimura and Yutaka Sato are already working hard on Plan B, with some 
help from their chemistry coursework. With a little methane, a little sul¬ 
fur, and a lot of luck, the pair can construct quite a combustive con¬ 
coction. But where will they turn in this sinister science project? Why, 
the school, of course! And what will become of poor Hirono? She's had 
one friend turn on her, another friend murdered, and now she's been 
shot in the arm. While the wound may not be lethal, it would appear 
that her bad luck might be. Only 22 students remaining! 
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"Royale hits all the manga bases (martial arts, creepy old 
men, panty shots) without being Sailor Moon silly... A-" 

- Marc- Bornardin, Entertainment Weekly 


The 1+2 students of Ninth Grade Class B have been kidnapped, 
marooned on an island, and ordered to kill everyone else or 
they all die. They’re not victims of a sick, cruel joke; they’re 
contestants on the top-rated, government-sanctioned television 
reality show called The Program . 


The students have been given food, water, and random weapons 
and, to ensure their cooperation, they’ve been fitted with 
explosive collars. However, it takes 
surprisingly little to get some 
members of Class B to play the game. 


Soccer player Kazushi Niida gets his 
kicks by treating The Program like an 
exhibition game. How many goals will 
this crossbow-toting all-star score 
before he gets a permanent time-out? 
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SHIRO IWA Junior High School - Grade 9/Class B - Student Roster 

Boys: 21 • Girts: 21 • Total: 42 



15: Noriko Nakagawa 8: Kayoko Kotohiki 1: Mizuho Inada 



16: Yuka Nakagawa 9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 



17: Satomi Noda 10: Hirono Shimizu 3: Megumi Etou 




15: Shuuya Nanahara 8: Yoji Kuramoto 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 



16: Kazushi Niida 9: Hiroshi Kuronaga 2: Keita iijima 



17: Mitsuru Numai 10: Ryuhei Sasagawa 3: Tatsumichi Ooki 



18: Fumiyo Fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Souma 4: Sakura Ogawai 



19. Chisato Matsui 12: Haruka Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kanai 



20: Kaori Minami 13: Takako Chigusa 6: Yukiko Kitano 



21: Yoshimi Yahagi 14: Mayumi Tendo 7: Yumiko Kusaka 


18: Tadakatsu Hatagami 11: Hiroki Sugimura 4: Toshinori Oda 



19: Shinji Mm 12: Yutaka Sato 5: Shogo Kawada 



20: Kyoichi Motobuchi 13: Yuichiro Takiguchi 6: Kazuo Kiriyama 



21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: Yoshitoki Kuninobu 
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In the near future, a random class of 9th 
graders has been kidnapped, marooned on 
an Island, and forced to compete on The 
Program, a popular reality show that 
requires its contestants to battle to the 
death. 

From the very start, Hirokl has remained 
focused on finding childhood friend 
Takako Chigusa. Unfortunately, the deadly 
Mltsuko finds her first, and without a 
word of warning, shoots her straight 
through the heart. Too late to prevent it, 
Takako dies in Hirokl *s arms. 

Meanwhile, Shuuya’s alliance hits yet 
another hurdle as Norlko comes down with 
a fever. Rushing her to the infirmary, 
Shuuya stumbles upon a gunfight between 
Kaori Minami and Hirono Shimizu. It’s a 
volatile situation that’s only made worse 
by his attempt at getting them to join his 
alliance. The crazed Kaori shoots Hirono 
in the arm, then turns on Shuuya, who is 
saved at the last moment by Shogo. 

Finally, after their initial plan to take 
down The Program fails, Shinji Mimura 
and Yutaka Sato put their backup plan in 
motion. A plan that involves delivering a 
crude bomb to the place it will do the most 
damage...the “school” which serves as The 
Program control center. 






•/'KNOW, 
UK? I 
WAS 
NORN 
WtTH A 
"PUNCH 
MP" 
PUSS. 


IPO 
WHAT 
I CAN. 


7 





























"WHEN IN 
POUET, 
6POSS THEM 
OUT." WOWS 
TO LIVE EY. 


\ 

|ia! 

9 

■JA 




J* t1 

if 'L 

w Km 

L . 'I 


\ Lai 




IT'S NOT 
ALWAYS 
PRETTY, PUT A 
OUY'S EOTTA 
PO WHAT A 
EUY'S OOTTA 
PO. 



























































































11 





















V0U ‘tt 

seeious 





























P0CAF1 SKC4T 


/ OOPS... 
' JUST A 

\ sec. 










































































HeA*C 7 

THefte'6 

soue 

CHICKS 
THAT 
teALlY 
016 IT. 


"TASTP 

HtllOH 

QtAlH"? 


W0\1 THINK 
6UV6 UKe 
THAT CA&t 


p»6ueet7 


THey'i? spe^iAL 

BACK Off eo K\0? 

Of... Of... X 


TH0U6WT 
I WA6 
(AL AZV... 


W0PK UP 

Aeerrep 

expense. 


veuu?w 

0PATH"? 



■B 1 



( ' / w i 

V 


15 




















































WAV 

10 SHOW 

6Rxmuoe 

w. 


Next me 

m LBAve 
YOU TO 
THB A66 
WHIP— 


THfV 

won't ae 

BOTHeR' 

m you 

A6AIN. 
N<9, THeV 
WON'T! 


THe &A0 
bUYVRt 
&ONB. YOU 
SH0UU?'A 

seen it/ 







































VOU ALMOST 

:; voue ass 

KlUt0 Oitl 

someone's 

006? 


THAT'S THAT 
WHAT ? I 
THIS WAS 


A0OUT 


OUR 

LMOIORO 
006 SN*T 
ALLOW 

pers. 


17 

















uttie 6uy 

UKe THAT 

oese ms 

SetteP THAN 
A CAPOBOAPV 
SOX. AM I 

kioht? 


RI*HT.' 


MIMUKA. 
MHOV'A 
THUNK IT? 


weu,? WHAT 

oo you sam? 
we oom 
me? 


is He 
even 

WRON6? 


VCAH... I 6Cn 
ALL KINPS'A 

weipp ozap 

CIPUIN' 
APOUNP UP 

Hete . muoho 

60NZ0, V' 

know? 


MOW'D et SUK- 

rzisev how 
hahm people 
Ate suttees 

POP ANYTHING 

even eeMorei y 
oure. 


"LOOKING 

pop new 
owNep,* 
opsomp 

SUOH. 


piaupeo 
We'<? post 

rwe ?\o ON 

thp wee. 

THINK UP AN 
APPPOPPIATe 
6APTION... 


i just wo?e 

THAT MU6 

op moups 

Doesn't 

SCAPe AW AM 

too MAM 


AM VO 

5AV voup 

ppieNt? 

■mepe 

otpmeis 

eiiAUPtee. 


FUNNY HOW 
HFST FRieNPS 
HAPPFN meN 
YOU LeAST 

exretr it. Me 

ANP SHINJI 


18 


























All THAT 
metT 


SHOWS 
COOL HOU 
ViSAS. IT 


/r>U.4 HAP' 

penep so 

SMOOTH... 

basv. one 


7 6ATHei? 

’ ne up Hl6 

6AN 0UNK 
QOm AT MY 
PlACeVlL j 

\NB flHO HIM A k A 
(ttAL HOMt. I'M 
THINKIN6 THAT / 
WtfN'TTAJte / 

L U?N6 AT AU. £», 


ALTHOUGH, 

what peew 

M/M TO Me... 
pAMHep te i 

know. ... ee/eNps. 


WHAT IPO 
KNOW IS, 
COMPS TO 

re/eNps, 
wee's NONe 
eerree than 






































HP JUST 

puiNtes 
PtOHT mo 

HIS 0A6KUP 
PLAN. NO 


ANP WHAT 


we'pe OONNA 
SLOP/ UP THP 


OONNA TPY. 
OONNA TPY OUP 
PAMNepesT/ 


MM'S 
UNUe SAW 
TO PPOVIPIN6 
AN I6NITION 

pewce...pON*r 

ASK. NOW ALL 

we Neep's 
so/pe 

tASOUNe 
OP... i 


... oe 

MANupeon.. 
ANTTHMU 
60 BOOM 

eiveN me 
"iNoeNTwe. 4 



mm 

r # 

a i\rii 
vvHVvWA” 


20 





























StfKZ 


ACTUALLY, I 
MPA UK? 
THAT... THe 
PROGRAM 

TAiceN powh 

0Y A SHtT 


Jp *# 

Jp ty/pir it? 

Sck Po\ =* 
full ti*i# 
da*\^pv 
. ZPAP 


something 

through, 

He THINKS 
n THROUGH 
ALL THe 


SUMOUNPeP 
HY HILLS. IT'S 
POWNHILL 
ALL THP WAV 

ONce we 

LAUNCH. 






































OUR LITTLB 
SURRRISB 


... we out 
rue Rore 

ANP "BOMB'S 
AWAY. * THB 
SLAM PUNK 
roe NT? ALL 
SLAM PUNKS. 


WITH THB 
COLLARS POWN, 
NO ONB CAN TRACK 
US. We HIT THB 
WATBR ANP PON 7 
LOOK BACK. 


MtM'P ALRBAPY 


MY... INAPBOUA 
CIBS INTO THB 
\ BSC APB. 


LBARNP 


PSP 

i k‘ < V ■ 


ULi 11 


MM 

BH 


mKPfj / 


■■•I 

h 1 




1 

) 

i 


A 


22 






























ip we 
Move roe 

TONIdHT, 

weweeor 

a pull 

MOON HI dH 

we. 


JA6K MY 

speep up to 

A 6000 SIX 

ro seven 

ULOMerees 

pee. 


SWIM 

with we we 

ANP IT'S rweNTY 

MiNitres, eive 
op TAte, to we 

NeXT NPAPPST jb 
ISLANP. k 


rwo 00pies 

Ape happpp 

ro SPOT THAN 
APAPT, SO 
MIMPOUNP A 
WAV TO MAXe 

trwopp/ . 


Ape we 

TAUINd 

demus op 
A pe we 

TALXINd 


SAVING'S 

eASiee 


23 





















Here's 

Gasoline 

we 

should **• 
be 

able to . . 

syphon L • 
fro* a 


\iZ r \ 


I saw 
a pulley 
at a 

we 11 1 so 
there's 
that • 

Fert i 1 Uer 
will 
do for 
manure 
• • • 


there * s 
no guar- 
an tee 
that 
Shore 
Patr o 1 
won ' t 
find 
us once 
we're 
out 

there• 


Now i 

assuming 
every¬ 
thing 
goes 
accord¬ 
ing to 
plani and 
things 
never 
do. •. 


up the 
wazoo• 
But it's 
the best 
I can 
come up 
with on 
short 
notice* 


• 4 


... 300 


Rope's 
going to be 
a problem. 
In order to 
cover the 
distance we 


Going 
to be 
a tough 
f indi 
if we 
find it 
at a 11 • 


easy • 
Probably 
more > 
That' s 
a single 
length. 


* ? 


talking. . . 


They 
can't 
have 
dr a ined 


thought 
to drain 
at all* 


24 





























chance 




down • 
No hard 
feel¬ 
ings . 











































just reu. 

Me WHAT 
TO POANP 
HOW TO PO 
ITANPLeT'S 
£>er THIS 
SHOW ON THP 


LtT'S X 

ms mm. 
TO&mew 


emNPS 
TOU6H tr our 

Toeernee. ie 

YOU'Ve TAU6HT 
Me ANYTHING, 
YOUVe TAU6HT 
Me THAT. 




Ji 

B . 


* i^PSU 



































SOOti 

fiott worn. 

500 N 


NINTH G RAG EJ CLASS 1 - HOT *IM 












Wf CAN'T 
have- hjm 

kf/cw mve 

fOUHQ 
KfW... &££H 
FOLLOMN& 


CANT HAVE 
THAT., NOT 
AU. 

weve seeN, 
stfweewe's 

SEEN A 
0 A-AAAC? 













31 






































me vgu 

HAT? 
YiO% S£ 
UMM£# 
OQViH vein? 

THROAT! 


FHC ICIN' HO 
A6O0UHT £?£ A£* 
eueett mcrms 
60HHA PUU, 
ATtlTUFE 0 N 
Me? see WHeee 
that vc?u/ 


AU* Hk>H TtfNE 
*N T 00 &QOQ 
TO 0f?lNK WJTH 

the * me$ of 

m?! 5HIT// 


32 


















tiOuesiw, 

wee rr 

HOT FOG 

we cnoice 

£UTS He 


6 \6ti... 
4 WHAT 16 
4 fT THIS 

tme? 


33 














mm 

mm.. 

umv. 


SIMM TO 

V 

mm r 
mm 1 
wmoft > 
t oom i 
vm r 

ifflMtfU j 



\\ ii 1 

■ tw 


























36 
























>nj ze 


AHQ W HQ'S 
THIS WITH 
YOU? 

&KA£iOU*,„ 
COlSLf? ft 

&e youz 

ewss 

wipe? 


rrs you, 

YOU &tG> 
SlU,*'ANP 
AREN'T YOU 
lOQt\H6> 
Ymuef 


37 










* _ " 



pepiNrretv 

HOUR 

wi^. 


ir$ always 
sreyi-t M£ a# 
am UUNfM*" 
4UW pit stop 

OW TH(f WAV 
TO SAY, 


MV 

0^55 .. 
I'M 

VAftJ£A 


is rr sthl 
STALKIM6 if THE 

person voe$N*r 

KN(?W VOU'*# 
TH&ftf? VOU 
KfVfP i'NErW-, 


I've HAt? M¥ 

eve oh vou 

FOR A WMIte 

ive uisiw 
Aj^re f vou 

FROM AFAE, 
ves I HAY£> 


38 























I'M A 

J&?MAKTl£ AT 
KEAOT, I EE ALLY 
AM. ANP PAS¬ 
SIONATE? jest 
EYE ME THE 
OPPORTUNITY, 


X MAKE 
INFATUATION 
S^EAPSOOKS. 
PHOTOS AHt? 
THE U£E OP MV 
Qtte&from. 
AM I FEEAXINO 
YOU £?LfT? 


IT'S HOW 
i mo*#? 
ONTO YOUR 
FINK PAS¬ 
SION WITH 
LITTLE MISSY 
YAtfUZA 


Y0U like 

IT.., I OAN 
TELL... 
WHAT'S 
SHE O0T 
THAT I 
OOM'T / 
HAVE? h 


HOUSTON-. 
we HAVE 
LIFT OFF 


/ BUT I 
( CARESS,,- 
■ we'll Be 
4 eeewsr 

&etiA'/\H& 

\ PROM HOW 
\ OH, WOH'T 
i WE, PEAR- 


YEH, 

SURE 

SURE 














mums for 

THE 

com corn, 
&uetm f?£A£S 
i eA&eftuv 
AWAIT THE 
AJCCOlAQtt. 


r SUC-H A 
0 £hrTL£- 
MAN/ 


ffiWK 


PS? /WAiF 
MY 6 ALUN& 
ANP g£AlL¥, 


ffAff&S 
WAS A 
itt&f' 

MAfi ifi 

SfYUW 

PUMPS. 


I WA±> A 6HtF 

off rne oi ' 
6 O 6 K. N£V&t 
too ¥&UN& 
TO LfAXN A 
TKAPf, /ftVT 
THATTN0 


40 













VOSUAFF 

what 

YOU FAT, 
AN&I WAS 

a tON&Fts 
cazwozf* 


W£ Tf&££ 

ms in 

ZNOW/N& 
it¥H£N TO 
pca¥ rr our 
AN& fflt&N 
TO HOLP rr 


we THINK 

hot, aoH'r 

we f mv 


PLAYeV TO 
WIN, OLO 

Queen. 

16 

AN¥ OTHeZ 
WAV? 


HICOTIHB 
W WQR£? 


41 



















A HO WHAT 

WOULQ tie 90 

IF HP KNEW? 
IP tie ttiew 

m mee 

WAT6-HIHG,., 


fOUOmtib... 
UU5TIW6 PI 10M 
APAK, A6AIM 
ANP A&AIN 
AMt? A6AfN,„ 
MMMMMrrr 


ANP |$ Hf 
0 U 5 , tHrS 


■ ^ • 






K. 




. ' I* JTZM. 

*' 1 

Jj.-H - 










T S 


r"^l ■ 'i' 




."' L 14, «. 














ANP 

mom 


WITH THfr 

Nr£Kt4AM£5 

ALtexovi 


A#t? 

$we#r, 

SWfffT 

MiTSUgU, 


IS 

oven ahq 


3 U&N 
LOYALTYf 
5 U&H 

&£{?&ATiON/ 
SU£H 
AN £A$¥ 
TAZ&eT/ 


w&NPep., 
AT THAT 
FttfAL 
MOMtfT-. 

























.... mt 
mm 
u&m 


m sm* 

m? 


















WH0N IT'S 
POOKPie, 
SOWONt'S 
3&NNA Set 
PON£ &£$T 
00 0UZ£ IT'S 
NOT YOU, 


TH£ H£LL 
Of rr IS, I 
OON'T THINK 
He few 

ANYTHIN#, 








NOT A 

PAMN 
THiN &>. 



eeem&sf* 


&OOH, 
PLAY WITH 

voue ray, 
refflv 
soy... 


Be L-u&tfY ro 

ePJNd. PCWN A 
WWffilL WITN 
YHJ6 22WW 
'A 


47 





















euMttiAre 
fH0jtf ALL, 
&H0 0Y&N0 
0¥ ON#". I'LL 
00 mffiUN&, 
&0A0£ST„. 
H0LP 0A0T 
0YW0 
0F££TA6L£ 


8L&&& 
fO Y&& 
tf0A£r'$ 


T£tfr.„ IF 
Y&ttVB 


nut 1$. 














ANP 

WHfN 

rneze 

Age 

ONLY 

me mo 

Of 

Left? 


YOUVf 
hot vet 
aaPppa 
wozthy 
om?' 

tfeur. 


& PLASS 

foes ha Ye rr's 

SHAZP of... 
eoNrenpezs, 
ves/rpoes. 


SHO&d? 
KAWAZA... 
A f ASf¥ 

rtete Of 

i¥0££, 

THAT 

one 


anp 

MfMUZAf 

meet, 

sweet 

MfMUZA. 

mpez- 
esr/Aure 
NlMAT YOUZ 

ownz/sz. 














mm 

mm 

wmm? 

mm 

mmm 

mmns 

mm.r. 


tittM 

IMtLL 

*U 

MW 


m 

m. 

mm 

m 


mm 

wm$ 

MQfM? 

wm 

m 


mm 

mm 

t& 



































BATTLE ROYAL! CONTESTANTS 


nunitwr Sewn in n series 



Kazuo Kiriyama 


HEIGHT: 1&1 cm 

WEIGHT: 58 kg 

EXTRA CURRICULAR: N/A 

PRIMARY TALENTS: Instinctual 
athleticism, intuitive grasp of all t 
any martial arts discipline^) 

(ret: savant) 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: Emotional 
immaturity (ref: sociopath} 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Ingram MTO 
sub-machine gun 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: Machine 
efficient (ref: sociopathic behavior 
patterns / sub ref: developmental 
years); the first contestant to fully 
embrace the game mechanics. 
Parentage questionable (mater¬ 
nal infidelity a strong possibility). 
Perceived leader of local street 
gang(s) although strong evidence 
suggests subject is a willing front 
for Boy #17 (ref: Numai, Mitsuru). 

CONCLifSlON(s): Projected winner 
barring unforeseen circumstance. 

A natural! 
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BATTLE ROYAL! CONTESTANTS 


number omhl wi a struts 



Mitsuko Souma 


HEIGHT: 160 cm 

WEIGHT: 50 kg 

EXTRA CURRICULAR: N/A 

PRIMARY TALENTS: Eye candy 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: Emotional 
instability, megalomania 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Hand scythe 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Deranged sensuality (ret: Black 
Widow Syndrome / sub ref: incest) 
in a drop dead gorgeous package. 
Undeniable charisma / girl gang 
chic. Subject is believed person¬ 
ally responsible for the utter ruin¬ 
ation of multiple lives (ret: Lolita 
Syndrome / sub ref: First Secretary 
Amatsu Scandal). Parents deceased. 
Guardians N/A (suspected Yakuza 
connections / unproven). 

CONCLUSION^}: A solid draw for the 
key 18-32 male demographic. A T&A 
merchandizing bonanza should she 
emerge victorious. 


BATTLE ROYALE 






MUO? 


I„. rtUL 
Atwitr? 
3HU? 


79 



































W0E9T 

POlCS them 
a m it 
spee ap5,„ 
anp spi?£-aps 

NO PIZZA 
paoe rap 
JUHVA. 


m 

mtA 

FAPe 


XT'S 

me 

khty 


JUHVA. 


me 

roma 

kitty's 

PAULI, 


$AfP so, 
pesresr, 
&e$re$rt 
















CAH%* 

I'M 

*Of? RV, 

1 


I 

Mwie it 
WTffff/ 
I j^UJTV 















to 

¥CHl rr 











SA\V AS 
Ip HQU 
HAtftf A 


we&fOHt 

PlAVSt 



UT'.\ 


a J , 


Brtttku 

A 





VC^HlYOltP? 


5Ht?W 

Me? 













SHU'S A 
UttKV 
OH r 

AM? THOSE 


AS LAST 
MEALS 


IPS von 

wee? 


WHAT'S 
WITH TH£ 
WATf?E- 
WOPtfS, 


EL/iS, 

0P 

"ALMOST 

ELVJS,* 


PEPENPS OM 

voue pojiht 

OF tfrew. 












von* r reiL 
we ail 
Honye eeeu 

QQ\H& 15 
PAWH& UF 

semoe 10 

rue K! H 6 . 


&OT T O 
HAVE FAITH 


PAtfUN'. 

TH 0 U 6 HT 


AteeApy 

esTAeu&nei? 



I vo 

HA/£ 

ftWTH,, 












S9 















RM ' 



90 

























5TIU-,, 

IT WASti'T 

Me eer- 

TIN6 HOT 'N 
wewn WITH 
TH£ QOOZ 
open. 


TASmflSS 

ANP * 

[4H£ALL£f? tMOWr I 
FOR, EI6HT? Oi&N ... 


vkq? rr, 

a* ay? rr 

h'A^N J T 

what vou 
mml 


91 


































weve 
alpeapv 
CrHOte a 
oum 

QQWH. &OH 
Appem, 


Bfdh ft... 

IT'S &QIN& 

on seven 
a mo wewe 

COOL 
HERE TILL 

eleven. 


TRV 
NOT T0 J 

FWUS WHIPPED 
TH£ tip 

pAPr, ^(eu^u. 

V—< \ / 


92 






















WHAT 

HAPPENS 

AT 

eleven? 


StWPfiKfr 
Af MJ«' 


SHOOT* 

V-:. 

ffUttf?, 


IT W£MT 
2PY0NP &AQ. 
KAOm W\ H&&P 
HEf? Ahft? SHE 
0PF, 
£AN*T 3LAJA£ 


I sue WAS 
I KALINA ft 
OUT WITH 
■ tU£0N0. 


FeLAte. 


ALMOST m? 

mono. 
sue wouup 
HAVE 
vi£>iNf(? 
























COULO 

ne$e J s 
Moee 
UP6KT TKAfJ 

mono 
w^N rr 
corns r a 
th& 


emu? ee 
rneze's a 
&OOQ NUtf- 

me . thjmkiw* 
the sams as 
MM> COUW 


&QQQ 
NEWS, 
W0U6H... 
THAT K\e@Nt? 
SlfiL- 0£lH* 
WILUH* tl 
Ali- 


r 

I'M NOT 
LOOK¬ 

weu 

0Em? TO 

ING TO &e 

r^oeitto 

TA*fiN POwN 

ON THAT. 

@y **A0 ki 

ju^t ee 

II, THf 

PAMN^t? 

seewjffu* 

suee* 














Asotrr 

riMe. 


OUX 


JUST 

JUST totfT 
AT THAT, j 


m\oemt$, 
VOu SAit? *u. 
THtfKAOtfr i 

6«. ^ J 


l mme 
MA^se 
wp 

e*touu? 
Tty rtf 
prufp ttfis 
HJPOHO 


WOUtftW 


THAT 

HeuHfrs&pr 

T&ff?$££N 
r& wrwfitp 
w&mee 

A&tPifTHgW/ 

w xv 

ififttTf&i— 


„.5AM£ 
&0£$ fC?? 
ms mg&N&„ 
ANP&tfg'S 
&ltf fflftOF 




See. 

ABOUT 

voj'll 

fltff 

see 

WU 

HOW 

CAMS 

htativ 

AfOUMP 















600 - 

PAtfK/ 


96 
















£Hfl9T IT 
HUNT 

MUtff HER 1 
QQttti AMP 

eiovt nee 

rucm 1 

@-EAIHS OUfi 


N0... 

fWO 

&HUUVA 

pi«st,.. 

SQUH0ZQ 

u*if...uce 

HS HAP 
AN iMSItfd 


TH£P£ 

AA 5 ? &ftt£g&. 
N&m 
KA&APA.', 
¥&trm tftft 
AU?N# m 
rm. 


97 















mo*M i 

StflWVA... 


voes He 

KHOW? 


Whf^ee xo 
e\ hq <*om 
seceei 


„/fHAT 
MAK£ HIM 
BRAVE OR 
SXUFIPP 
MITSU'C? 

mow. 























rossev 

me 

SHQLllV'A 

HIM 

601 etiOf! 

srma 

&n6H! 


fU6K\H6 
5HUUYA 
MAKtfS M£ 
QKOP MV 
6 UAPP Atffl 


99 

















50 H&f, 

mszwm. 



















102 











































Is 1 rv-’i 

gg|| * 

*tk 

Kl 

■ ■ JL 

! 'll 

S J ^ 1 \ 


I 

i r ■ 4 

Jj w m 

£ S 1 U . 7 J 

"S- ■ F 









-Hm- 







i i • !^* I 

I , ■ vfl J 




HS^. * 

■ 1 : 

L.■. -.»■ j 

jm -> 

" •v 







loot foe 
mtOHQ , 


mono 




















•^ySr^m 


'3sSl 



■ *''Vl 
&& 


w 

u* it 

, •’2J 


I * 











109 























































I ALMOST 

1 W&f THAT fQi 

PUUCtieO &H p*THer\C 

ro 9 Hi th ^ n 

&QVVAm 

eaome> * ' 

rm& boh! J*w*s 


T O OOM£ AT 
MF FROM 
ffeHIME?/ 
0USHWA£K£l? 
eeeeff- 
C>66¥/ 


&£?T HIM 
&QQQ! HOW 
VO YOU LIKE 
Me HOW, 
SUUUYAPf 
HOW VO 
YOi\ m 


? ear i 


56^7T Hl^ 

YOUR 


trust, 


SmilYAJ 


COUIVH 'T 


even 


P£WN A 

iScJ^yli 

6!RL FAIR 


'H S&UARet 
























































m 


Ml 

1 

E 



























TO HOUV 
HEART'S 

oourem, 

HJR O f VQU 


&u$T\m 


SURPR [$Z9? 

&ae$s hom 

f [frUR*!? OH 
"W06 BOH* 
SeiNG AN 

EASV niL? 
f\&mev 
mOH6 r 


E\6U%EQ 


moN& 


NINTH GRADE/CLASS B - BOY -*I 



















ALWAYS 
H&A ft? 

or 1 m , 

eeuevep 

THf wpe. 


I 0U6HTA 


see to 
&eueve 

Pfc&TTY 

SPIW, 


TKAf'S 

60NNA 


A NASTY 
3PU!S£, 

eer&H£% 

uee> 
























■irtf- 















NO 

ART/ 

ahh.. 


TOO 

MW 

£A#r„. 


NOT UK£ 
THIS,.* 
OANX-* 
PL£A$£, 
OOP, MOT 

uze ms/ 






















SBSKS K 


RAIN? 


122 










pLeA$e, 

¥£S/ 

FA/M.. 

F/U/N& 

me 

mu... 


F&U8/ P&m 
&0pt?AMMrr// 
FOU& ¥£$" 
¥£$/ 


^ 'it .. ^ ^ 

| 1 



/ 1 n 


■■■■■■» ■ _T / 

it. ^ 1 T f 

W"/ 


"I ft 

If 

31 r 
























eupirs 

&OHt 


ML?£W 
WATfJE . 
A-H*K■ 


OVAV^ 
THIN&S'Ee 
P1NAL.LV 
&01N& MV 
WAV. 


AM? WHY 
HOT? A- 
H&H... WHY 
TH£ Heu, 
Ntfr? 7 


FZO&GV.,. 
PWH7 THim 
TO TAKF If. 


125 
















AM I? 

vow... 

KAWA0A, 

mm? . j 


foam 
a wav, 
wiieo, 
A WAV 
OUT. 


&OMMA 
HAVe TO 
WOV£ PAST 
FP Wt WANT 
GUT OP 







1 shot Hrw/ 
mcKeo we; 
He mc*Ke& 
we/ no MO*£ 
irci&js/ 


NO 

moke 

teioi£&' 


TE [£* # 6 
ON TN£tf, 
HM?0, we 
fOUNC? A 
(3VPA££ 
oje&wt, 


*AWAX?A 


127 























> p 

wlm^' 1 

■’ 1 * ’ 5 m SI * 

wSLJ 


I? 

n i 

11 

■f JJH 

1 ■ r 


I i 

i ' • ■ 








































133 















































































KEetjlfiCt: 

* d, »o<ii u » 

r 4 *»nn« 
f pun»y 

card 

tr tIty &4?s 
t<tnv( 


rezrfuzeg 

m$ a t*& 

0£Ai#e£,„ 


136 



































**AL 

A $OOt? 
POLL#?. 



OA SOUf/ff 

smamp 

W£WA 

TSA6T&f?, 

&f*ALL 






^ JaF - 




























m 


flVHl-li 







■k ; #■ -jp 

H'A 

r 

4 

All. I L J /■ 3 ■ 1 





























wm 


OVJM 








































lasss 




H 

w 














142 


















143 


HO... TOO 
MUCH NOltt 
TWA'S WHAT 


PAMMff, 

VWAXAJ 

AUflWWS 

5£«£WIN 


TOO 
Etfll-.. 
TH*.'*' ft 


FAL-UN 

AU. met 

'ZALiSS IT'S 
T OO V*££ 
in Neee 































»u»n 


tPi&V 

VM 

an rc nott 


HIM/ 
COMMON 
sense rs 
COMMON 
seNse 
ANP^ANP... 
OOCWAMMtt! 


COMMON 

sense 

PI^TAteS THAT 
A m HALF 
hour size isn't 
60 HMA *eep up 
WITH HOU 
fOfeveR m's 
TWIN* HIS 



















































HOUPIN 6 
UP A 0AMH 
6I6MT eer- 
THAN 

^ouwe acn 

AHV Ek&HT 

r<? expe^r. 


PAMN MPA# 
L&$£ ?TAN& 
POP THE 
POOP P/P, 
THAT'S HOW. 


PM HOW 
90 V0U 
THAN* HIM 
POP TH£ 

erpozr? 


SAFETY 
TIP- THINK 

meoze 
acting,,. 
He's uor 
rue ohm 
one sleep - 
aemwev. 


AW 

om*r 

I WANT 

TO... 


My frctci; 
a£th&m*, 

tEWjb Lt &Ut 
owy&tn*. 


Whof toy 
we' f-X?TH tvy 

tifttfr iWtt 

from rton* 


146 





















What lay 
rtam& 

thm> 

"Fitwujw'i' 

Kmvm*\Q+ r ? 


WeS r& 

Atm 


Fu-ywiLf^t 
^ J r i . ‘ 


Attcu 

b&yl 


^fntWnui.- 

yt*-eVf 

tP" 

tio /bf »n 
pveyvie^M- 


147 


















































kJibfli-? KU 

fjg> ft ta a 

tttUfiii i't 


kaVa f (3 

Mb* th« 


^F&& t+l + t#*S \t 
a t^&aJ bit ^dff 
l*«ij 

I Fl r'fitflfla. 

4-Li^ J J^ l#1 d H I'rtl 

rtat. 


e+TjfPttrfV 

free* op 

e*corir tKc^ 
fe*C u^ouruti- 
tHe- uppe< 
penkmeCfe#'. 


U’e puli- it 
t£*-ut. We 
mu^v ioo 


k-ikAt 

a Ip a m f 



4 

TfV|"U l i 

'■ 

Mu", tyf 


thi<P , '‘f 




n«ff[- 

t ht*J*. 

. 



150 
































151 


■+‘ 






































Jtn^>w why 
the *f>r«y 
nuxk&y y o\ur 
voic& xjujuL 
fiwwy? 


Krv>w 

why 




HeUii+n 

















C TtiUT 

makeshift: 
fcuxlioonj 
C&- heep 
rkt> &a-ir 4f 
c£&a+ x . 


WcUi^ l^" 
over" i-vi£Vgp 
/r-ee; a 
?Jtxiloo-FV 
retoy U+xe^. 



















I 

t¥%y 

wgtyfr. 


Wes* res cx 
Mxcuie' t +X ' 

He^xve+v, 

Ij&ityotX' 


ct+xdsy&us 

a#re& 

Utltfu 

Yoxvre 

tKef & fcr 
me* CiOt»L 


u t&ftt 
like* 

r EhirtJt- 
I O' 

^€.nU 4 ^. i: 































Sleep 

depyi^&dt 

AtUi H'iHV 

G&fre-cLgfyr. 


J£ 




















1 



m m * 

iMai 


I'll 

: fTSlIV Ml 

1 1 

jjMft'ii [ ■ Ml 

m 


m 

■-’t r W ! 

1 j III i Sni 





















































1 cl i+niy, 
you/ k&ep 

y&usds 

rctfHe^ 

cli+nb-? 


voave 

seen mb 

IN 6VM. 
BHJOV THE 


UP 

THePEP 

MB?! 






















f 4m 


Wi . 

V 

J -*a 

'“i" ■ 



162 














* i 


\ 

/ff 


Y 

\ 

1 / 1 
liA* 


















mm 

mm* 































163 











We- 

coot 

tXUs ot fiipy 
y&rfYvcterfU 
ext 1 & nv 
Thafy 
mare 
thews 
eriotcghs 
ttm& to“ 
recHourge^. 


£ 


h 


r. ' Jj 

Tctfce^ ruv 

■ **, 

hcrU#' ttr 


CXt£tJv 



s*sas 

^ux^eyei 




wateJv 


w 



^ / 


T&Cr e&&y 
to-aet 


C€UmM&to. 
We- o-yiJjy 
get erne; 
Ahotorfr 

thofr. (jot 

to- moM& 
it c<yuA^\t:. 


■ Hf 


W+M* 


zr you 

SA¥ 









. J *• ” * !.;» ■, 


*W flHM 






































■ '<■' 





















durriN& 

rrdL&se, 


me 

PA*£ ANi? 
we H (se TKAT 

men CLOSER 

t o &erwd 

F0UNC? Oitt. 
TWO A NIC? A 


fi&p? 
A fCW,.. 


HUMP ft 
ALL TH0 
WA¥ Mf* 

Heze.„ 

Stiff. 




















r v* k 


p/p ¥&u 

m 























i wo w 
khoh? 


I THOUGHT 
ALL WI4 
XOU&H GUVS 

took Horn 
coffee 

SWOH6 AW? 
BLACK, 




CAf-eem 
Keeps you 
SHABp, 
SUGAR 
Keeps you 


175 































WHAT'S 
YOU# 
OWV&K 
sm? WHAT 
zeepz how 

GO\H&? 


I PINC7 A 

SU6AR, 
NIOOTINF 
GOte&O 
PQ&S IT 


WF HCU7 n 
TOGETHER, 
that eme 
us ah erne, 

ANY PORT IN 
A STORM, 
RIGHT? 


STRIKE 

THAT 

CAST. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING A 
SHOT OF 
0OUR0ON 
WON'T PUT 


S2ra»KT... 
ukf 
Y&U'P 
KNOT 
I^W 


176 













f fChxow 
NCWS L&AP- 
' f£A'S A OOOV 
\ £APP£IMf 

\ T0O, 


V£AH. KiCKtt 
\s w?u'i?£ 
Here* $U£e 
if vou'ze 
hunt£&..08 


,*3A£K 
TO TH£ 
HUm? 


emief? 
WA¥ it 
si/£j;s„. 
010 T 1 M£ 

su^s. 


SO FAR 

mwe got- 

T£M OFF 
pRerrv gash 
AS HARP AS 
THAT fS T<? 
0 tiLI£Y£, 


JUST 3F 

sutfe to 

SHCNtL 
A COOP 
MOCK OF 
SU&AR IN. 


W£ COT 
1/5 A 
ROUGH 
PATCH 
QW-.. 

eeueve 


























j uezv you 
wm awajc^ 
peer my ro 
V6Al wrtH 
requeue is w 
set ncOfMua 

&efoze ire 
100 iAte.. r 


UPDATE*.. 

SURVIVING CONTESTANTS 
STAND AT 20 f CURRENT. 














Slfiro IWA Junior High School - Grade S/ClMt B Student Hosier 
Hoyt: 21 * Girift 21 - Total: 42 
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In the near future, a ra ndom class of ^th 
prnders hns hf'F-n kidnapped* marooned on an 
Island* find forced taecffiprtr on The Pragma 
a popular reality show that rentalre* its con- 
t'’Slants to battle to the death- 


ATter thfJrinifclnl pi an to take down The 
Frofrran failed) Chin;*! ttimira and Yutaka, 

Sato- put thel r backup plan 1 n motion* Having 
located all the supplies necessary to put 
topi-thf-ra Crude bomb, the pair-arc all pot to 
drop tt-'■ bomb on the "school*’ that serves as 
Th*' Fratfnun’B control center* Rsl n.R helium 
balloons* Chi nj-f and Yutaka mano^ed to string 
a drop 11 ne rl Fht above the school — n dt f ft cult 
task* considering Yntaka*s Inability to stay 
awake on the Job* 


When 'Tort ko developed 0 bad 03 a 

result of her lnf -ct'-d punshot wound,Sbuuya 
choFf* to take her to an abandoned l nfi rmary* 
a risky move that Ehono viewed as suicidal* 
Nearly recovered, Nbrlko Is now ready to 
continue On. However, In the world of The- Pro 
gram --where death is rampant and you never 
Cnn be sure Of who’s lurking nround the ne^t 
corner—Sho®o*b prediction may yet prove to 
fcj true... 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


number etawen In a ftrln 
COLLECT THEM AU! 



Hiroki Sugimura 


HEIGHT: 132 Cm (5 ft. 11 In.) 

WEIGHT: 74 kg (1G3 lbs.) 

EXTRACURRICULAR: N/A 

PRIMARY TALENTS: Martial arts / Chinese 
discipline 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS: Extremely 
Introverted nature 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Handheld detector 
keyed to collar frequencies 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Gullied as a child, the subject took on 
martial arts training as a means of 
building character / confidence. Subject 
displays marked difficulty when it comes 
to any / all forms of social Interaction, 
excepting one Takako Chlgusa (ref: girl 
#13 / deceased). A distressing tendency 
to over think circumstances f situations 
could result in early elimination of the 
subject by less analytical classmates / 
contestants - 

conclusion(S); introverted nature could 
turn cut to be a plus. Should this one 
emerge victorious, there's little chance 
of his mouthing off at inopportune mo¬ 
ments. 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


number Tvrclvf m a 

COLLE CT THEM ALL! 



Takako Chigusa 


HEIGHT: 163 cm (5 ft. A in + ) 

WEIGHT: 51 kg (112 lbs.) 

EXTRACURRICULAR: Track and field {ref: 
cross country f sub ref: current perfor¬ 
mance records) 

PRIMARY TALENTS: Speed and) agility f 
standard track and field attributes 

PRIMARY WEAKNESS^ Borderline perse¬ 
cution complex 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Ice pick 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: Current county 
record holder for £00 meter run despite 
endurance Issues. Independent, border¬ 
ing on arrogant, nature an outgrowth of 
deep-seated personal image issues (as 
reflected in subject’s style sense, most 
obviously the multicolored hair streaking). 
Subject displays a marked difficulty inter¬ 
acting socially with her peer group, with 
the exception of one Hiraki Sugimura (ref: 
childhood affiliations). 

CONCLUSION(S): Subject could prove dif¬ 
ficult to manage should she win, despite 
the eye candy appeal. Subject’s T & A 
appeal should boost ratings in urban 
markets, especially If subject is sexually 
assaulted. 
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SHI Fin IV/A Junior High School - Gf ;i(Jt B * Slutf CiVl ROSlc r 

Boys: 21 - Girls: 21 - TOIol: 12 





15: Moriko Jtekagawa £1: KaycVo Ko-lotniki 1: Mizuho Inada 


1 ft Ma Hakaga wa 9c Ytiko Safcaki £ Yuklo Irtsumi 


17: Salami Ftoda 10: Hiram Shimizu 3: Megumi Elau 



1ft Shuura Nam hara 8: Yoji Kunflrto 1: Toshio Akamatsu 



16: kjiushi. Niida 



9: Kiroslii fturonagj £ Ktila lijima 



17: Miteurg Nuinai ID: Ryirhei Sasagawa ft Tatsumichi Qofci 







13: TaJskalsu Batigami 11 : Heroki Sugimun 4: Toshinori Qda 


19C Shcnji Mimura 12: Tula ha Sala ft Shoga Kawada 


20: Kyotclii Moldbuchi 13c Wchiro Takiguctu ft Kajuo Kiriyama 


2ft Kauri Mina mi 13: Takako Chigusa ft Miko Kitano 


13: Fumiyo Fujiji'Mti 11:WitMikoSoum4 4: Saktifa Dgawai 


1ft Chisalo Malsui 12: Kartika Tanuawa 5: izumi Kauai 



21: Ytehimi Tahagi 14: Mayumi Tendo 7: Ifumiko Kusaka 21: Kazutiiko ftmamoto 14: Sho Tsukio4ca 7: fosNtoW Kuninobu 
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SH1RD EWA Junior High School ■ (kado a/Cla$s B - Sludeur Rosier 
Boys: 21 - Girls: 21 - fatal: 42 


1 Si Noriho Nategawa 8: Ka]f<*o Kototiiki 1; Mizuho Inada 15: Shuiija Nanatiara 8: Hgf Kurarmrto 1 ■ Ytehio Akamateu 


1 6c Ma tokagawa 9. Mo Sakakii 2: Mio Ulsumi 


16: Kwsishi Hilda ft Hiroshi Kuronaga 2: Keila lijima 





17c Sartomi h'oda 10c Huong Shimzu 3: Megumi Etou 


IS: Fimniyo Fujiyoslii 11: Mrtsuko Swima 4: Sakura Qgawai 


19c Chisato Matsui i£ Hanika Tarawa 5c Izumi Kanai 





17: Mitsuru Muma iftafyutaSasagawa 3: Taisumichi Doki 




10: Tariakatsu Halagami 11; tflrafel Sugimura 4: Toslumiri Oda 


1 9c Shidji Mimura 12c rulaka Sato 5: Stogo Kawada 



2D: Kyoichi Me lobuchi 13: YuicJfiro Takigwhi 6: Kaairt Kiiiyama 


l \; Tostiirii Yahagi 14: Maywni Ttnda 7c Tfumikc Kusaka 21: Kaiuhiko Yamamoto 14: SJw TsuhiQka 7: ftshitoki kwiindiw 
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In tb^ near futum f a random class Of ^th 
grader* has boon kidnapped, marooned an nti island, 
isn(t rornod to conpt#* on The Profirdfh, * popular 
r'nlttj show that Jtiqulrea its contestants to bJittl ' 1 
to the death* 


Bhuuys NamhfiTfl, Ehogo Kavada and tfarlko 
^nkagawn have banded together, forming an alliance 
that’s United in their determination to get off the 
Island, Since waking to the nightmare tiT The 
Program* wpothorerf chtil^^e’omr 

unthinkable challenge* but cvcr^they wemn’t 
pMJinred for n showdown with the rolentleae K&fcuo 
KiirlyanFt* a cold, Uncaring, heavily armed student 
rirtf-rpinetl to win tlh<? game. Finding themse-lve? ^ n run 
open field with very little covort^Shuuya raacle * 
break from the group, drew K„triyema?s fire and gove 
hie t^apinntfrj n chance to escap*-, However, It Vas a 
Sacrifice that fiinn- at n great cost* Taking a shot.ln 
the hnnV t Shuuya nearly became Kamo 1 ? latept kill, a 
tragedy prevented by rt last-minute by Hirokl 

f5ngirrir« t who escaped with fihu iyn off a curr,„,into 
the hand?; of a mysterious--and very w< 11-ft fr; f>d — 
rtnipt' Of young lad if*s* 


KannwhilfPi Shlnjl rind Yutake are on the 
Vt-rgn Of Ofinpli-tlng th"tr plan to take nut the 
Program command center* Vmh-r ft cloak nf^ C rncy, 
using ftbjf'fts found on the Island arid a ,*pi>cla 1 
“glfr" froni^liljl^siihcli', they’Vr- assembled 1 hor:h. 
All tt>y need do now is dcliv'r it**. 
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"Rayots hits all the mantja bases martial arts, creepy old men. 

parity shots without being Sailor Moon silly... A " 

- Mart Bernard in. Enfertainment Weekly 


Unwilling to bow down to the oppressive confines of 
The Program, basketball star Shinji develops a plan 
to deliver his hand-made bombs directly to enemy 
HQ* All that’s left is to put that plan into action* 
Unfortunately, this is much easier said than done*— 
mistrust and betrayal runs high in the world of 
Battle Hoyale and it could mean the 
end of Shinji’s playing days! 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


nuinbc* thidecn In a srries 
COLLECT THEM ALL(' 


Yutaka Sato 

HEIGHT; 154 cm (5 ft 1 in.) 

WEIGHT; 50 kg (110 lb ) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: fork 

SUMMARY; Class clown, more through 
necessity than choice (ref: personal 
dossier f sub-ref: interpersonal 
relationships). Decidedly non-physical* 
verging on frail. Sweet-natured and 
sentimental, which makes his close 
friendship with Shinji Mimura {ret; boy 
#19) that much more puzzling. 

CONCLUSION^}: An early elimination, 
barring unforeseen alliance(s). 


Yoshitoki Kuninobu 

HEIGHT: 172 cm {5 ft. 8 in.) 

WEIGHT: 55 kg (121 lb.) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: N/A 

SUMMARY: File purged. Subject 
eliminated prior 1o game time. 

CONCLUSION^): N/A 






















http://www.manga-sketchboDk.org 



































60 




























































f'flNO 

ANOTHER 

excuse. 


NOTHING, 
MIM/ NOT A 

euctm, 

GOOOAMN 

THIN 6 / 

NOTHIN*/ 


lOOX! 
lOOt fO* 

vouzseiH 
wHeee's m 
mwoN, 

MIM?/ 


wHeee's m 
euum 

muon, MIM?/ 

ne JU6T 

WAwret? to ee 

WITH US! 


62 


































WAV T O 
TH POZ 

someone, 

MIM/ 

FUCK/ 


evetYTHm 
HAPPEN* 
POP A 
PPASON 


COUNTS 



§§&: > ~ 1 


l f) 






njl? J*fs? 1 > 








Hr . ^ ^ 


JB x V ^1 •»- r v^Ss 

| 1 ^E r^ H 

^ ■*» \a 

HHE^i ** \ # ^ h 







4r\j@ 1 ••' a 4 ’ . . . 

-A 



»^k 


jr 1 *' . m/' 



63 



























STAV 

no*™... 

8ldKT_ 


SCHOOL... 

our eAtfiv. 

COTTA CO. 
CO HOW... 
OK.AS? 


OtAi... 

ftosvt, 


• • 


64 

































I HAVe TO 
1C NOW I'M NOT 
NeXT! THAT 
KBtTA ANO 
VOU... THAT 

eoMerum 

haprbnbo! 


I NAYB TO 
TRUST YOU 
A6AIN.' I 
HAVeTO 
TRUST YOU 


I HAVe TO 
KNOW IT'S 
NOTTHB 
6AM£/ 


HApreNec? 
Berweeu 
you ) 

ANO..AHV Vj 
I...HAVe «ITA? I 


KBtTA'S 
OB AS) AM 
I HA YB TO 
KNOW! 


65 

































































































66 








































4WT 

k* 


Ken a 


TWO VAJ CUZA 
WANHABeS .. 

THeee was a 

P16HT. 
KenA... He 


omi 60 

HIS WAV. He 
WANtet? Me 


IT WASN'T HIM 
N0T STePPlN6 
IN. IT WAS 
WHV He 
C7IC7NT He 

was pissec? 

se^Ause He 


ri.r 


ovee a 

PUCUN6 

cote... 





















68 






















wHesevez 

tTZPAUV 

coump, n 
hap to ee 

Ml MUZA. 


ten a 'n Me.. 

YOU PIPN'T 

even tzust 

USWtTHA 

BAezerpAu 


m 








Ti 










\A 




/ 




' 


• ' 


0 • /// 


/* 


V 




> M , 































an one 

ALHAYS 
MANACfPTO 
PtSAFPOlNT 
YOU, P!PN*T 


IT HAS UNf 
YOU wee 
SO NULL Of 
YOueseLf, 


TO MANN 
YOU LOON 


ROOMfOR 

ANYONf 


COMPARISON 


SOMCTIMM 
I THINK 
THAT'S WHY 
YOU HUN6 
OUT WITH US. 


M ON COULO 
YOU HOI 
LOOT 6000 
SUWOUNfW 
M...W ALL Of 
US?1NTHe 
KIN60OM Of 
THC SUM, THf 
OHt-tHtU 
MAN IS KIN6." 





































re u Me ww# 
v<?uve evee 
eeAuv imret? 
mim. is rweee 

MHOHZ? 


d>emN6 

IN YOUR 
OWN WAY. 




























































74 






















I 6 AN 
TKUST 
V0U, 
VUTAJCA 


VO HO wxe 
MH THAT 
6UN ON you 

than rueN rr 
oh Myeeup. 

I JU$T 
WANTPC? HIM 


... POI? AU 
THP WK0N6 
KPASONS. 
TAKP THP 
6UN, VUTAKA. 








































l 


t?0 WHAT 
YOU 6011 A 
00. JUST 
MAXf suae 
HHAteveit 
you oo... 


If YOU 
6AM *T TRUST 

*e io oo 

tt\6H1 0Y 
Y0U. .6AA<e 
OYet. 


?,\ Sf «F 




vou 

we 

MAN.' 

6>OT THe 

Moves, 

M/M' 


w ; «> 


|| ■ 

A’ 

r V 

V IS 

ft 



It * 1 


r 


LI 'i - A 

| 




U|t /Bi 



'WM 




76 








































































X THINK 
MATHS SHS 
KNgW. 61/HS 

Ate uKe 

THAT. 


mi ti¬ 
ne 
KNew. 


CAN'T 

see me 


SHe KNgW 
AN on MAPS 

Heeneei... 

skoal. 


He wen nut 

ne WON'T 
CAJte. YOU 
OOH'T PASS 
TO eUCK' 
UPS. 


IKNgw... I 
just Knew 

Hg HAP TO 
gg FISSgP 
AS ALL HPLL 
AT tig 
SOtigTItigS. 


78 
























... 6lap n 

WA5 YOU 1 
HOOM0 UP 
WITH. 


SHrr HITS 

rue pan, 

THIN65 60 
UN5A10... 


mrrHe 

STUCK WITH 

Me. Nevee 
lot Me eeeu 
uKe...uKe a 


He uooKeo 

our eoe Me 
eecAuse... 
eecAuse He 
WANTet? to. 


Q0H1 

HttV 

TH«. 


WV 


■ * ™ 

V H.\' * \V \* 

\™J> Nk ■ ' 

' # 

1 fj 

Vf *1 

"-yvl m 



s ■ * 

i V 


79 

























80 




























JMCflSj 


MO I'M 
PPOEAELY 

60 m 

10 ... 

V'fcNOW... 


...00 S0METHIN6 
MONUMENTALLY 
STUPIC? EEPOPE 
WE'PE THP0U6H. 
THAT'S PPE1TY 
MUOH A 6IVEN... 


WE 60T US A 
S6HOOL 


EL0WIN6 UP 
PUMIYO'S 
PEVEN6E, 


...A HO YOU'LL 
EE THEPE TO 
PIOK ME UP 'N 
PUST ME OPP 'N 
MAJ£E IT OlCAY. 
LIKE ALWAYS, 









































































































• • 



• A •7* 

f V* '* * 

• * .A 


< - i . 

f * 

: 









• . * 


V , •• \ / • /•• 

. -1 V.-- .- rt-.i 

' #. ’ I 

S *- -,:K 


fa % 


• * •, ' * 

- .* *• • . 1, 

» J »*» > j *&fiS 


3B 


♦ . ^ . •• ' > 

*. • • • •. * ' 

• .» • * ’• '.• i 

•TA i( S, i* | 

V • » ? ./• * • • 

• • *i i. • j 

• 11 .” w. * • ■ 


• • *.':Vv 

> -r.V 




► • -J 
























































‘ Sy 



I ^ 1 

• j 


1 P 1 


L 11 



I * M 



































* 





W '1 

l^:<‘ 

IT 

L • • 


k - I J] 

. k - n 

[ ¥ m / - 


p F* 1 1 

^•11 

FT v | 





■friW.ri ***^aN 

‘~* v j 

■ 'Jf-J^' jKI 

Mil T r V i 

L \cJ ' ITVt 

r w 

^ \ • 

>> 


v^i | • Ir ""*** 

i'*V/ , w 

L '* kl «1 

Bi > ' 

m i ' r 


N** * \t • < , 

1 * 

k» 

1 ’V».' 

Wk 'I y vW*k' 


■ • r 

^ / 

~ 

1 







































































































I QOM 
THINK I CAN 
fMXe IT 

OOM... 


CAM I 


WW \m 

fjESfcJ 


LI L <&£SNL i m 



91 









































i 


93 


































































KIR IYAMA... 
WHV HOT? 


























































98 



























NOT Yet, 
Hit***/ 

Norver/ 
















CHAtve 


£H' 

6HAN60 
OP F' 




























































102 





























CAN'T 

take rr 

ALL...PUT 
WE CAN 


ENOUCH. 


HE'LL HELP. 

































U4Wt 



















































■ a 










































HOW ON 

r... 

suppppv.. 


& N'Ncn TOO Jtk 
FUCKIN' 


STOMACH' 
CHURNIN'... *£* 


HUH... 

STOMAOH... 
WONOPP 
IP THAT'S 
N'NPXT 
TH'TH!N6 




P 




106 















CHAN6C 


VUTAKA'S 

ReveNte 


f'FUCK Hen 'N 
FUCK nJMIYO'5 
ReveNte. 

S'SORRY 





























• ■** 4 

«* * A\ • < • _ 

' .-<5 



Wlitf'j 

»s/v™ 


£ 


* . v * 


.... 

- * - .-T ■ v 


r rwt*Y?f 

In 

v T m 


• * .#'.*5»■' _ *.• A M 

yT~, > > 

/ '*.4 •* ?*^Jb 


V |Bf% 


rtosrvf 

60 TTA STAY 
f'WOSTY... 




fUCKBK 


*T\ * .- 

vtf. 

jK'/T; . V> 

ifjfef. v 


’ A rty 1 i} 

!$!>£.• <- 

• *4 1M# ■ « * 

v IrT »' * 

4 *l jl fJ J .^L 

•►XL i - 




tii. 


SHOOTIN' 
AT Me 'N 
AU... NO 
WAV... 




60TTA $TA¥ 

nexi$ie~. 

/f/ y r - ». 

ae V 

PUNCHtt- 


FUCM60T A 
'CHIHP CUN... 

hohv ne cer 

A PUCXIH' 

M'CHIHP CUN? 
CHftl$6AXe~ 


lil 


NO... NO 
WAV I 
MAKe ft UP 
T'TH' 

l zmeute 

I THIS. NO 


KMN 


tv.' -». 
V -*.W 

V 
raRrc* 


fj^ g p I 





1 < " «V 

.« ~V '~£?sS 


\^*V. 


Ms- 




#K- 


L‘^\ 


V*A>v^ 
la 




V ■ 








;■« 


v5< 


• jJJ 


:>W2 




.• * 


•<*** 

L* V 

JP V\ v T* * V 

gjA* • * . > 

W Al V, • 

cvv* 

fVv- • '•. 


■ 


■i < Xw. ^, 

ft v A >Xv.*T. v \ 

’ t:rv'.V*r:'v 

£*•.* ♦> Sfc. 


* 3 


\< 


V^Kl< v ' 4 

Hhiiiifc, vr-;.‘ .„;. 

a <• . y>/*•**>.- 

^Trr w . 


3*^ 






*4»* 




l 



..>£•,r\. ; ; 

. mv 

- • V • ♦ .•/* • I . •* V • . w*. 

. &•* *. ?•* *■• . 



v/w»c<vv5e 

c / • //■KCq wB 


1 * v 


*•■ 


W*r- y» w 
«y. j 

S v A 




/iV 




.4M& 























































I THINK YOU 
CAN. You've 
ALWAYS MAP? 
me CLUTCH 


vou 

ALHAV* 

MA&THt 


YOU 

HAAOe US 

reei. ukk 

MNNefft... 


ONe 

Mote 

CLUTCH 

SHOT. 

roe us. 






































ex 


BATTLE ROYALE 


« 

i 












VUTAKA'S 
PPAP 'N I 
AIN'T PAR 
PKOM... 


SO IPO IT 
P' THP NOTH 
OPUS. 
VPAH... 




» 4L 





113 






















STILL A 
TEAM, 

mser. 


MAKA'S 

eeveN&e... 

0AMN 

STRAIGHT/ 


1 r 

r >y 1 if/. 'A. i- M 


8 >/ #. 


ML, i j 

pit i g f * JH 

r v Tri5Sf*v 












PONT YOU 


PON'T YOU 
PAH0 STA& 

Huerm 


, ^TV mm 




u 

j 

" JW f. i 

w 


% ^. 

i A 


■ f * r 


■ j *< ** 


115 








































r • 

§ ( 

sfej 

H 



































PPACH. 

PAST.. 


UUTCH 

SHOT... 

CLUTCH 

SHOT... 


STOP 

THmm 

ASOUTtT/ 

POtTf 

JUST UO 

n/ 

































AIN'T THAT 
A UU IN 
•A HZAP... 


uhfiit WA 

4 # 































































































































































































































































































NO/ 
eAT IT/ 





i ; 1 | ^|||/ 

IMfflUH ' t . 

t' t „ i 

,>i-\ u*'v 








































PONT 
HIM TH0 
SATtSPA^ 


BAT THB 
PAIN.'NO ** 
SOPBAMm/ / 


0ON*T 

rum 

A0OUT n. 


MTS 

HAWN' 











































































































































UK** 




m 

.\ 

u 



fcjK i 


jW 


Er^ f 



► ’ ,\«> 

»JL lr . H 

r® 


































































.> • «*>;*»? 





■« - ♦ 1 

* 1 


\_mm ii .j 


A 















































































































































































»->'v* ‘. i. 




































































































BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


number fourteen in a series 
COLLECT THEM ALL! 


Mitsuru Numai 

HEIGHT: 173 cm (5 ft. 8 in.) 

WEIGHT: 63 kg (139 lb.) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Walther P38 

SUMMARY: The most physical of the 
so-called Kiriyama group. Infatuated by 
Kiriyama’s fighting prowess (whether 
this carries over to emotional infatuation 
is unknown). Loyal to a fault, the subject 
will undoubtedly seek out Kiriyama early 
in The Program. 

CONCLUSION(S): A possible dark horse 
should Kiriyama be eliminated early on. 


Sho Tsukioka 

HEIGHT: 177 cm (5 ft. 10 in.) 

WEIGHT: 71 kg (1561b.) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: Double-shot 
Derringer 

SUMMARY: Borderline alcoholic drag 
queen (ref: Tsukioka / elder / sub ref: 
aberrational upbringing). Prone to 
irrational crushes on heterosexual 
men / boys (ref: Kazuo Kiriyama: boy #6). 

CONCLUSION(S): NOT to leave the island 
alive under any circumstances (ref: 
Sexual Deviation Act / sub ref: genetic 
cleansing). 
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SHIRO t'lVA Junior Hi ah school - Grade 9/C lass B - Student Roster 
B&ys: 21 - Girt* 21 - TbW\ 4% 


15: Moriko Nakaga wa 0: Kayofco Kfllatiiki 1: Mizuha hate 15: Stoutf N&nahara «: Vpji Kuramolo 1: ftsFin Akamalsu 


16: Yuka FJakaqawa 9: Yuko Sakakt 2: Vukki Ulsami 16: Kazustii Hilda 6: HUnoslii Hurwiaga 2: Kartatijiraa 


17: Sate mi ft'&da 10: Hirono Shimizv 3: Megumi Elou tT' Mitsuni Numai 10; RyuiwiSasagawa 3: Talsumichi 


IS: Fb-miyo Futjlyoshi 11: Milsuko Sauna 4: Sakura Ogawai 10: Tadakatsu Halsgs m i 11; Hircki Sugimura 4: Tasliinori Oda 


1ft Chisato Matsw Y£ Hatuka Tanizawa 5: liymi Kanai 19: Shinji Mimura 12: Yutaka $a|o 5: Slteflfl towada 


M: Kaon Minami 13: Chipsa fc Mito Kilano 20: Kyoidhi DMi 13: Yuichifo Takiguchi 6: Kaiuo Kiriyama 


21: Yoshimi Ya ha &i 14: Mayumi lento 7: Yumiko K usaka 21: tazuhiko Yamamoto 14: Site Tsukioka 7: Yoshrtaki Kuninobu 




BATTLE ROTAU 


THE PROGRAM: UPDATE 

CHAPTERS HB-55 

PROGRAM CON r>lTUI MS- 

All members of I be class must kill «Kh other uni! one Survivor 
i>.HTi H nri$ All ilutfonte arc sup plied wilh a rattan cl food, a map 
of the island and a weapon. All students Mill wear an explosive 
lomtj collar which al£4 ntomlors hie signs. Students are Ireo lo 
move about Ihe island but mu$l slay r>«,it &l dcs inflated danger 
Jones that will Treqodnlty change local ions. II Ui'erg is more than 
one survivor ai ihe end el the game, the remaining bomb collars 
win be detonated. 

cnaptfr is 

Mjginterji <hvk SUUuy* Tt» puli. 



























































BATTLE ROYAL! 


SHIHlO IWA Junior Hrfjll School - GrSdt 9/CUiis B - Student FlnstEf 
Boys: 21 - Girls: ZT ■ total: 42 



16: Yuto Nakagawa 9; Yufco Sahaki 2; Yukia- Utoumi 



17: Satomi Hoda 10: Hirow Shimiju 3: Mtg umi Etou 



IS: Fumiyo Fu|psl>i 11: Milsuko Souma 4: Sakura Ggawai 



15: Shutiya Nj nahara £ Yoji Kuramoto 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 


16: Kazushr Hilda 9r. Hir&shi Kunoiuga 2: Ktto lijim-a 


IT: Mitsuru Numai 1C: fiyuheiSasagawa 3:latsumichiCoki 



18: Ta dakalsu Ha tags mi 11: Hiroto Sugimura 4: Toshmari Oda 




19: Chisaio Matsul 12: Haruka Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kanai 


19: Shinji Mimurs 12: Yutaka Sato 5: Shago Kawada 


20: Kaon Hinami 13: Tafcafet Ofoigusa 6: tukiko Kitano 20: Kyoichi Moiobuthi 11 Yuichirtt Takbguchi 6: Kama Kttyama 


21: toshimi Yahag-i 14: M ay umi Tendo 7: Yumiko Kusaka 21: Kazuhiku Yamamoto 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: \fashiWki Kunlnobu 
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In the near future, a random class qf 9th 
graders has been kidnapped, maToon^d on an Island,' 
and forced to compete on “Tho PregrBEii’', n popular 
reality show that requires Its contestants to battle 
to the death. 


One of these Students is KitSukO “Hardcore” 
Souma* Beautiful, but oh-so-dangerous, Kitsuho is 
widely accepted aS the only female in Class B With u 
shot at vinninf. “The Program”. Ever happy to oblige 
and nev»r one to disoppoi nt, she's already eliminated 
Tour or her classmates. One of then was Tnknko 
ChiRUfni, n fiercely independent young lady who also 
happened to be a closo friend and companion to 
HtroVI Suglmura, The honorable Hlroki isn't one to 
givo in to the di'Siro for vengeance, but the horror of 
“The Program” is enough to bring even the strongest 
Of beliefs into question. And with his mastery Of 
martial arts, Hlroki could prove to be a formidable 
enemy indeed. 


Meanwhile, Shogo Kawada and Rorlkn 
Nakapeva have managed to escape the psychotic Kasuo 
Kirlyamn’s crosshairs, thanks to the sacrifice of 
their friend Ehutiya, who distracted KasiuO Vhllc th*’- 
two fl--<! to safety, Now, tucked away, the two wait for 
the return of their friend.,.and wait...and wait... 




KOUSHUN TAKAMI & MASAYUKI TAG U CHI 
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CHAPTER 56: Sixth Sense 
CHAPTER 57: Unfortunate 

CHAPTER 58: Liars 
CHAPTER 59: Soap Opera 

CHAPTER 60: Allure 
CHAPTER 61: Sorceress and the Bullet 
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"Royfife hits nil the mantjii liases martial arts, creepy old mail, 
parity shots without being Saiior Moon silly... A- 

- Marc Bernard in. /:>; tcrUtin/n tn t Wetkly 


The Host chilli ng and provocative volume of Battle Royale yeti 


With four kills so far, the si nister and sinful Hitsuko Souma Is 
clearly the post dangerous girl in Glass B. She can handle men 
who want to kill her. She can handle men who want to rape her. 
But can she handle men who genu!noly want to help her? When 
Mitsuko runs into Yuichlro and his close friend Tadakatsu, she 
Isn’t prepared for kind ness... or a journey into the heart of the 
darkness that Is her past. As she confronts the many demons 
that lurk in the murky recesses of her mind, will it all 
push her over the edge? 

Featuring a truly dark story and the 
most chilling artwork of th^ series, this 
volume of Battle Royale will rattle you 
to your very core and haunt you long after 
you've turned the final page. 


WWW. tokyopop com- 
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BATTLE ROYALE 

Ttte Men Behind the Madness; 
An Interview with Koushun Takaml 
and Masayuki Taguchi 


Kauihun Takfieilj ifhnE I 11 It., t-p thht I easi r-ad tho original part* civ-rtt.'ii by Tiiyueht-nari wlthnut 1""*-l 1 ;*g 
tlwy ir* out of pl&o-. For ^Tsaaplr, in Valine J, yoq lrarri a Lout itfaghtni, yahgg.1 afai yojl Kura mo in. In &--y 
took. I hi ■ if.-r n-fll ly -y piM ru*! how tl* 1 ** tVO Ht, but 1 n tin* Cttllf w* jfrt tb •«■»■ thl* bud It fit# Jwrfretly 
u5tf!l ■! t-Hf WfiAt I Wr.Jj( U» k ruiW t* haw Tinr ■ f+h 5-S* n IP hMi" Eb do thle, find dm St ** Umll H'flbh And nV-ry 

U pm. Kov 40 ytju 4 * UT 

h nuiyjk 3 ‘Fng.uc'H 11 1 think Rat tit- Aojaly t* a g-rcat novmL l'vi« rvad: tt Bnn» tl ai-r, not Juat Fur work* but 
n lr-n ns a fftfli What n*hwi tbf- Buttle fioya Jrov'-l sc good lx that UH'tp'i & lot of vinrl nti usi 1 n Out 
phiMrt^n. Yfes look fhn. rh* rhetor thai'a II kn- yomnw-lf jin«t you i-s|K-Hrnfr thrWfU nf Th-m PrhgTnsi 
Aifth( with that ^n-tfVr, W*r ( y 1-F-pdnTA probably *-n>>y th* aorW whn, thinking about, how they m)UM 
r**ft In ih>- mtnr IllMllDn ml th* *h*rag twr*. 

Vhl 1'- working on th' 1 I'otslc, I look for .nBE^-c-t* of ny own Ilf' 1 to -ndd to th-- '^rb^r. for .-lampl** you 
iv hob bop th«- noo no wh'-r, th* -ria 1 o-lkt> coup! a bik* Mhnpiil n g r rlfkitf (Ml!* 1 '* no to1. H-'i wftfPtut to ^tVurp 
Otikvn! and K nniti 1 ir-o Th S!ii not a In Volurw ; ,) That's, aet-ia l ly band'd cwi r.< . I pi am- tt lot of LnportArU'-i- Sn 
buying tin' porfoct girt for girl*, Th- bag ahtfun 1 ■’ that ppm**' w» * hie I tSUfht *y wl fn. {laughf! 

TAk*&vii lb-oily? 

ragurhli Anyvay, vhon I g*n rti*d working on VtittJp I was thinking of way* I ooulrt vr-lt^ *tufr rrom 

ov^ryday ll!"®-. For .'^amp] ■-* tlw rule id-- cauplt'i nintlanlhlp wjin vrlttnn fNsn n girl'* point of yt.v pod 
wo* wi-ry pretty and plntmolp. (ttuniwr, with th** YAha* 1 /Kuc*es«it4 OWtph- In VodUDr "i, I told thwr At&P/ fPOOi 

thr ffliy’l H!4ir. Thi" fl eat titf yw ••W'l-Maho lnV<- (* ■ rlri. Ilk' (jIt! *iiiw# I Jk- an olH and |fi»tt «nrt 
wnl-l-ylnB; ebrniqt -a-hint 14 do. It '•tsf llk<- Th-nt for ynn, right? ThatV vhot 1 vnr hfol ng for. If I*n nnhlng It 1 nto 
n ■rom64 thfn 3 thought It wotililn*!- bi' nr r ifiood unlraa I j-miild smu'rt (i-'tntl* lik' thnl. If" «11 th'- 
i?hi' - qct '-it v. r-' pr<-n^nrtmd ^wvctlj how thi'j 1 V'-'r*- lo th* 1 l wir, tkvi'-n yo'i Bil^tit an w^ll r-'nd th-- piovi-Il 
fliAr^'d Ik- no pol nl In writing n nongti. K!U. t!w- ?.hnyii, ycva gntn trintght into whnt nnkrfi thr rtaninb-r* 
tlok. 1 lorn* Bntilr‘ Jtny/iU- rrois th'- bottom of ny hnnrt, 

T»k**tlt TTnkoH ynru yni-y CnUOh. 

Tyg’ tchli itvo r*“nlly ttudH th' 1 vny yon'v- ormog^f) th" rhirnctrn ! n your nov^l y Tnh nnl - m n. A nyon^ 
oould dlo at nny tlB'*, but how pooplo s*v-E( who rtl^...(T^Tythlrig !■ vt up *o woll* 

Yau'vr* arrorigm,] vout rhnrsct' H llkpeh-nn pi i-oh-x, li.iiI bNWiH of than I rnii &oy-> tb' r-hns-netri-n nroLimt 
uhllii thlnVlng, “Ifnll, ho T n * ptwn and Imi^* a knlrtht, *« th^y ahotllD do tht*." TWU CSfi Sri- haw (4 *Wi¥i" tlw 

rtory xl^nic to m*kr ng^h pl-^- totw allyr. 

Ldltorc TnSi aril -ph n. how did you row 1 up with Civ 1 vorlcm ratr-#* orgnnlri’ thfn t and d-wSdi- thA ordfirln. 
whioh thoy ynp 1 gol ng to 

Tnkasnlt I didn't think fciijfh ntkHIt that. I dirfJriW. f.hituya Naonh^fH WflPc*lng Wti- th»- s«a1.n «hnr*4trr «nd 
J-ikt h-Mi Eh' 1 Oth' f 1 rfjmr-iK'tirr* K^t InrolVi'd with him a* tv" nrifnnnii, F4r nraplr t 'ffcon tlv* 1 gar-r rtnrtMnd 
l.i\ni¥rg thr' gifhonl, IttUBfii In tnrM‘d]nt» , ljf atCne'rod by thin lorga boy nnci'il Kbo-hlo ikflBMtru^ 1 kn^v th * 1 
main rh«rnot> r na*"da4 to kv *q»p nort of aotlon. thi* noir.'nt hr' th<“ aohool. hasLeally^ h<- SM--‘f!od to b>- 

«.ttocki^d, no 1 Tutf to dnoldf what kind of" choractor would do wr’r'ttil ng liStr that. It wotsld hnr* to &r 

L ao Boon* fairly umun of h 1 n*-] r, ao I auui* JlkiBitiu a wnk and tnawumi piy. That'll how I d*ptrti*d that. I h n 
making thlnga up ia I go along* but l'w r a 1 r**ily worVi^l out wh.nt ttii' &v*.1 n oharar-tor will *0. 



Mltdn T«kdil=l'gAn, AbTEI^ Koynin it Ihavd on your rio^p i of lb mm nqirr'. What, nr* your thoughlr on th* 
nanga #o ftirT 
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BATTLE ROYALi 


The Men Behind the Madness: 
An Interview with Koushun Takami 
and Masayuki Taguchi (Part 2) 


hd!fan That's Interesting advice far >11 tfa vylfaf*atft tfmn. Usually everythin* la planned ohefa. 


tnVABii Pweplr w|M h*V" ?<nw 1 the book already know wlt*l fan* of the n*nj5a err- diowrerl ri*i my cu.m hharacfar 
JWMnl do ouch! (I*y|-hi1 to* i»*n’t do- much, but b*-’* lh** ehincUr that th>- pt>t/ to the -tv4. 


tdlfari TipHblnHn «•* falM-ng about character* carl Ear, hut Millnturw Wh*t Und of character laShuttya v> 
you 7 


. rirjinli 1 ean*t n*liy n hMthiirwrtw fan* haw told a*- fart »«i* chirmt'n nlnetf* w]tH 

1ri tuftn III. 1 really like Lupin* no it ts*y hr true. (laugh*) If you natch them up* thru Khlnjl it 

Luplhp KlroVl Suglnura IsGfasion and Shogo K*w*d* u;in«n. But then- who la Shuu ya? VofaMty fen***... 


Tj.gucMi Ftew about m pleasant EejiU*t*T (laugh*) Hnyfa A-roni, nhn-rtInking &-fil gsta? He 
w-Uh i-West thlnlng on his Kind of. 


mb let jen!if*U 


button TTirri Hlfaykp Jt FuJlVo? 

fi. 'ii at i fa*. Tfr*. 

T.ieurh 1 r So wuuId that make Nor! ko Clar-t*-? 
Takii ci E e That may be. 


t-difai-j Tajptchl-aan, you have both KavaUii and flyglmurn reft?r to Shuwya aa bring ’•‘naTwa* 1 pnid n "goodie.poodle,* 1 
Es that how you pew- Aiwiyi} 


T-nr.uehli It’s a simple way of «ipr"Ujn; Sh i tyn. 1 * Central phi losophy. I’ve written Ehuny* ** t ■ rewlly pora L jw-rson 
v ho understand* and in fa the pain of otbin. Kiwarti, on far othrr hknd, 1* nor?, adult. Ke’a been around 

tl-. 1 . 1 M 1 a f"U tlftefl and known that logic domn't niviyi w*rtr, Ki-'d like *r, adult vernlon of Khu-sya, Kipeira |« 
?-rir5?f Bnd more re-larej than £huiiya r That euihH-> It pwfe ] 1 fa h?'* bflllttllnjc jKopl- m fat fit 11 =we, *0 he** nor-e 
difficult character to trust. Norjkn l* b«*lejilly Eh-re to itou how Khunyji t* e, food r.<.iy, arid I faunil TTiyaelf 
wondering What fa .fa with fak, Shuuyp l* a -stupid* pannlonafa goodir’gfafJI*' who du«-Bin*E think atw-int so I figured 
hh-rjVo could oft kind of nice and norrol. 


TakomiL 1 *-i- r in py b-K*. Wfinahrira has more of a soy? aide, too. Hr 1 * far tfagt, passionate character In ny hook, 
Sivl h< hlfc that, »rl of perwni 1 !ty help* the ufayy flow * 1 iet> better. 


h-Alfari In ttoluaw 1? T you h^Vr « fl B ht between KuuiM Hilda ond T*k*l,>o CbltUM, The K?n? whm Kani>hl pun«ho> 
Tok*ko U y?|( Ulhltllni. 


Taruchli Vai, th*t 1in*t> norto] huib#ni'jp 
T* ka hill Vhrtt do you me* n.T 


loru Ls It? 


r*KuchU HI* *ye# *rw antry, his eynbraws are l*ufhtn( ( >ftd Mt pwufa t* kind of ttranjp:. But >n ti^nwlwi llho 
thnt Jmdt ltn + t Pottlble, rlfht^ Kt* iyr**rr >ft(ky, but hlteynbrow are up ht*h. Xt'ii Eiot * hmhine lUprewlon, 
but 1 t hought It would fa fa*ry T 


Toll*tali V.rrw do you draw an ?x[r>nlan like thul? 

Ta^Eichit At dlfht, I draw While looking *t ny face-In thr t1rror T 

rbkhwli That «mnt when- Saruaht k wps pijnthlng TakaIw over >n4 wr 1* faer-dlhle, 
T*i('i*hlt It'A hOd-klbl?? swlnjf a girl pet b? >t up llVe that, l*n*t lt,7 


When 1 uld |i w>> "fatfadlhl?'," 1 didn’t mean. It In an <™tl way. I jiut want that 1 admire the art. I war 
trying fa fa-fak whether l“d fa able to -iprui faat In woi-ili, but I don’t think I could do It, Whether It’* Insanity 
or Imirderoui you can really ffal It In ysyur fanela. 


Toguchli What I TTPlly like about having *o&nw elan write tfa Hryt It that the *tory fa already taken a*re *f^ 
flf? I dan Ju« fbout on tfa characfar*. 1 repepfar that When I flrat spok.‘ with you, Takatl -un, you fald rw- fa 
think up nice facoa for all nf the- eh*rhC-lcr*. 


T*>a^|a I tald thnlT 


Taguchh Tou fald 10 c fa think about how thero wi re rid real Vtll*1hC In Clis* B, nnd that ir thin hartfL’t htpfaned, 
earh Student Would have had their own happy futufa. 


"faVar-ld I dldfi’t dm'd fa bell you that, right 1 ? (louyhal 


Thru-chli Ircnllrcd It then. Ho ktda In fall *faky nre atnply evdi. breji those th*t o^'» AtUwuU have teen good 
If thljifo hod (tone differently. 


Thkamla But 1 uyaalf fal 1. v- that o*S> priople *he h-vlI, 1 laughs) 

THuEfahll Like Kaymhl Hllutn. The way he fast up Takolfa, I’d *»y he’s fdmply evil. Claugha) 
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BATTLE ROYAL!_ 

The Men Behind the Madness: 
An interview with Kousliun Taka mi 
and Masayuki Taguchi (Part 3) 



Mlton Th^rc bpi* a lot of hinffl who 4nv pirnlkli botany n 3 aE£Ji“ Jiiiy.iJr 1 a nd the problem* with our 
"diwttlcn #yrt*ffi-r fftt I’WAt-plp., thw-y map**,- th* p^lall drifts, 5-hAt, emuf-d * t Th»- ^ strict 

school regulation* snd pr"S*un! from teacher*. Vh<-n you W-rahe the Story, Ti]i«lil*nn, Old you think of It 
thit vjiy? 

i I do g"5- * lot Of letter* n*pTH«p*JnjE that Opinion* bttt I didn't re-ally think of it ft* u eon-p*rlson. 

It’ft hard to r-xplnlfi, hut I'm- alvaya hated tot-niltar Inn organlrations and "vlL practice Ilk''- th" fiyst-.-n, 
look in i? haotf. It =ilp?ht la- dssi- to Eh" r-u h-n I had to foil™- In sssdd.1*- ochoal. Kayt*- St'a biv?au»ir 1 t l wed tri the 
country, hat tV rulos v«reunbollovitblo. I *up-po*e If you dig Killy d«p that It could b#4loiit 
educational problems., 

Mltoti So It's hoi^- Ilk*' it work*-* iw «*y Into cV- »t«ry. 

TnkiraU Wh-ui 1 thought hbout whnt eondItldru nuld fc-l l-viil Jy rpavri m death ga”" 1SV-- "Th" fnips-ftnr 

a totalitarian goy--rn?ii-nt wa* no otvlou* cholfr, So that world wo* fromrlhlng that ensu' aft-r, win t, 5 win* 
wondering how to Halo* the AamtlH work. It doesn't re-ally have mtoh lodu with the story 1 * obr^j 

Editor* TtgUChl -nan, In ttw frftwruord for Volume 7 r you aald (npn-thlrtt about living hBrtHtlK didn't foil 


tai^jch!: f'-nmnnl ly t 1 rtcwi''t think of the story tying so such about school ami totn 1 Itnrljinl-nit, bill mom 
lIV' how t* ltsip., l think tn« esfiftt. inpartaot thing 1* tn llur hoh"*tly iiw) with hope* n* witt'T uln-n nr 

where you nr", In th" afterword (Or Voluuw f* T-nkuml -earn said soiw'thlnE to the effOe*. of “it's pood to , |- -v j 
hope," And 1 couldn't agree with, him more, While I'm drawing She singt t I'm rvlv-Hys Euklnjr iur*- t don't draw 
Anythin* that goe* affainsl that b*lh'f-r 

Editor] So Is Ehmt your policy for life, Tfiguohl-snn?’ 

Tftituch.il I think w.< Should always be thinking rtf w*y* vp tan llVr- isOn- hOfti'Ally. Although %?■' r-- nh lire* 
thnl even 1 c-an't help havl n e a drink and compln In I ng about lift, (loughs) frit that's ths principle thl ng l 

Tsh^nli Tr .lh, 1 OOtlldn't hnlp noticing th" pO*lllV^ thnnn* in TktUChlTlun'T Olhnr WOrkp, 11 kn HjjrOn Jrtr-i- 
JlflltJi-L Of , rk>urik‘ + you run olvays storl' L o by writing obaut n’ g-Ttlvn- Ehlrircs^ but 1 l l>*- to mud tkviks 

that aro light arid optlislutlr. Th-nt may m^an I mad a lot of "hi-ra riosn-l* 1 * and "|w»to puncii/ tint l flfbd 11 
T-^rr. fun to writ' *k<) to r^ad thlnk 1 n 4 » “I Unnl II (4 hp llki" th 1*. B 

3-jlltori Tlru: it'.Mb'ritii In SatCJf 1 AoyaJ^ nr*' In a d' , -aptrj , afc*% noghtlTO Pltd*t!on + but th« cw^-tu 11 Byitnag- Ison-- 
of living posittwly, klghti? 

Taka ml l This may ly ti little off tlw autiyyt f but an l mpmsBlcm t got from sotao of thk' fho Ip-tt.-rii l'v<* 
nv-tM is that th« oUnwctn** tn Patti" fayalu ao happy that thny'p* Janloma. TI--o- ik l-tt-ra fmi- 
hi.rd-wprklnr 'nlddli -ind high school ttudonU. 

hdltotJ What Jt*V" you that im-pmsalon? 

tagucTiSi 1 think 1 , .tnd< , -rslfl.ndj, fjf cours--j fh" stush'-nta don’t v«m£ but Ehr-y know th'-y’r. 1 - r;olng lo tj- 

kllin'd, aiy! b.'rau*i- th>' fltiutlw 1ft w rlcAT-oqt for thru, thay*M- ftW--to Uvo llf" to th" full"at, 1 think 
ri'Ol lif" 1* a lot 1"*# oWr, PrOblr-Bi* g^e complicated armi you K r-i #o i(,*t try ink m rifutr" oiit, w-hnt d« 
that yea finally Ft art f"dllnK Ilk" you can't mv, I think the- prop!" vho wrots L thop- I'-tE-TS probably f.ilt 
something Uka that. 
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The Men Behind the Madness: 

An interview with Kotishun Takatni 
and Masayuki Taguchi (Part 4) 


tdkanii ThdS# ‘Were my thoughts as well. Also, Since the scenes where they’re alive are 
cut down and condensed into the story* you could say they have a sense of being 
fulfilled. If they think of that aa happiness, then.,. 

Editort The story of Battle Royale has advanced a lot this past year. What would you 
say was the biggest plot twist in the last few volumes? 

Taguchi: I say it's ftimuTs’s death* 

Taknmti I really liked Mimura* and X know you did too, Taguchi-san, so htmura’s death 
was a very difficult part to write. 

TaguChli My Staff was Baying how meticulous I was when it came to that Chapter. 

Takarai: Some readers of my book sent me letters saying that after Mimura’s death* 
they didn't feel like continuing with the story. After reading the manga* 1 can 
understand how they felt* (loughs) 

fcditort This is kind of a mean question, but if you two were forced to compete on The 
Program, how would you do? 

Takami* I would probably last about five minutes. Cloughs) I'm not very good at 
thinking On my Teet, bo I follow patterns. "This wtrrked last time, so I’ll do it this 
time*" I can to do that very well* but making things up as I go along is not my 
strength* On a battlefield, you need to be able to make snap decisions, but I'm not 
really able to do that, so I probably wouldn't last very long. 

Editor: What about you, Taguehi-ssn? 

Taguchi: I recently had a dream about “The Program." 1 wound up getting shot pretty 
quickly and woke up* but 1 realised how strongly I wanted to survive. I also realized 
how realistically I wouldn't be able to survive* Whether I like it or not, I'm the type 
to easily give in to my emotions. If there was a girl I liked in the Class, I’d risk my 
life just to see her* My reflexes aren’t as good as Shtiuya's, and of course* I’m no 
Kavadn or Mlmura. It would be impossible, X wouldn’t be able to survive* 

Editor! X have one last question before we wrap up* Of the U? students in Class B, who 
Is your favorite? Let’s hear it from you first, Takami-sen. 

Taksmli Of the boys, I. like Shinji Hlmura; of the girls, I like Hitsuko Souma* I feel 
content with how well I wrote these two characters, 

TagUChit Who is my favorite? I fall in lOVc With all Of them when I draw them. Even 
the villain among villain®, Karushl Wild a. I'll be drawing them and think about how 
Krrat each of them are and fall in love, (laughs) 

Takamii I think that love is evident in the work Taguchi-Ban hns done on the series* 

Ttguchli But as we said before, Battle floyale is fundamentally a work that praises 
humans* encouraging us to have hope, and that’s why I’m able to think of the 
character* in that way. Battle fioyaieis a scries that makes you want to think about 
the meaning and value of living* 

Taka mil I know this isn’t n new idea, but I think it would be great If book®, comics and 
movies could make people think about these things a bit more often. 

Editor: Thank you both very much. 
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BJCTTU ROYALE 


SMIfiO IWA Junior High School - Grade 3/Class y - Student Roster 
Soys: £1 - Girls: 2f ■ TbtaE: 42 


15: Nwiko Nafcagawa 3: Kayako Koiohiki I: MM) laada 


15: Sluiiya Nanahara ft Voii Kuranwio 1: Yoshio Akamatsu 


1ft Yuka Nakagawa ft tuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 


16: Kuushl Hilda 9: Hiroshi Kuronaga 2: Ketta lijima 


17: Satomi Neda 1ft Himn Stiimizu 3: Megumi Etou 


17; Mrtsvm Humai 10: ftyufrei Sasagswa 3: Talsurcichi Oofci 
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Z1: Kaultto Yaminwto 14: Slw Tsufcioka 7: Yashitc ki Kuninobu 
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SHIRtJ IWA Junior High School - Grade 9/Class B - Stiidem Roster 
(toys: 21 - Girlfc 31 - Total: 43 


17: SalDml Hula ID: Hw mto Sliimiju 3: Megumi Eloir 


17 : Mitsum ffumai 10 : Ryuhei Sasagawa 3 : Talsupcfii Ookt 


15: Shuuya [Sahara 0: ftji Kuramoto 1: Ynshro Akamatsu 


1&: Kasushi Hilda 3; Wros-hi Kuronaga 2; Keila lijima 


15: Nariko Nakagawa & Kayoka tote hi ki 1: Mizuha Inada 


16 c Yuk 3 NakqaWZ 


9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukro Utsumi 



1ft: Fumiyp Fujlyaht 11: Hitiukp Sotima I: Sakura Oftiwai 



19: CttisalD Mallul 13: 'Ha into Tanirawa 5c Uumi Kanai 



2ft: Kaot Mlnaml 13: frknka Ohlguu 6: Vukifco Kiiarw 



21: Ybstilmi Ykfw§l 11: Miyufnk Tentfo 7: ttimlto Kusaka 



18c TadakaLsu Halagami 1 1: ttiroki SiNfimura 4: TftshmJfi Oda 



19 : Shanji Hi mura 12 : totaka Sato 5 : Slugo towatfa 



20: Kyoiehi MoEobudti 1ft: Yiwchiro Tskiguchi ft: KaiW Kirr^ama 



21: KajuhikD Yamamoto 14:Isakwka 7: Yoshiloki Kuninobu 
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In the nonr future, n random class, of ^h 
graders has been kidnapped, marooned an an Island,' 
anti forced to compete on The Program, a popular 
reality show that rcquirua Its contestants to battle 
to the death* 


If the rpmatnlrus student* haw any hope, It would 
seem to lie with Shuuya ffannharn, the optimistic rock 
star with a plan to leave the island. Unfortunately, 
Shumya'6 plan hit a sllrht snag in the form of a 
bullet wound delivered by the Kasruo 

hirlyama. Saved from certain doom by the martial 
arts master KIraki SuglFKira, Shuuys now lies at the 
brink Of death In the care of a mysterious gang of 
heavily firmed girls* 


Klrokl 1 meanwhile, continues to s-rnTth for his friend 
Ksyofco Kotohlkl* Hlroki plans to reunite With 
ShuuyaV team as soon as he finds Knyoko, hut With 
each pnssi ng; hour, his desperation grow* and hi6 hope 
continue to dwlrtdl' . And, after his Close rian-tns 
with both Klrlyamn nnd the lethal HltSUkO Soutna, One 
must wonder hov Hlroki Intends to protect Kayokoat 
all, when he enn't even protect hlBISftlf. 
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SHIftO 1WA Junior High School - Grad® SVCIass B - Student Roster 
Boys: 21 - Gifts.: 2\ - Total: 42 















IS: Honks Nakagswa B: Kayoko KoEohiki 1: Mizuho Inada 


i^*d§L J P 
7: Salomr U«fa 


TS: FumiyA Fufiyoslti 1 


■U 

Megumi £Tfru 


19: Qtisata Malsui 1 2: Ha ru X a Tanizawa 5c Izumi ka nai 

20: Kaon Wmami IS: TakaXo Ci%usa 6; Yfcrtio Kitaiw 


21: Ktehimi Tahaji 14: May uni Tend* 7: 


20: KyoicN Motofauchi IS: tuicMro Taki-g-uchi 5: Kazuo Kiriyana 


2!: faruhiko femamoio 14: Sho Tsukioka 7: 


19: ShHfeji Mimura 12; Yvtaka Sato 


10: Shuuya Naoafiara & Yu|i Kurarioto 1c fttshio Akamalsu 
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16: Kvushi Nrnla 6. Hiroshi Kuronaga 
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10: Ryuhei Sasa^swa 3: Talsumichi Ooh 


Kata s a it 1 11: Hirofci Sugimura 4; Tashiwrr Oda 
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SHInn !WA Junior Hiqti School - Grade n/ciass B - Slutfenl Roster 
Boys: t\ - Girls: 21 - Tolsl: 42 










15: fiDrifco Naksgawa 8: KayDko Xolohiki V. Mizuho Inafla 


15: ¥ uka tokagawa 9: Yuko Sakaki 2: Yukio Utsumi 


17: Satomi floda 10: Hir m Shinw 3: Mtgumi Elou 


10: Faniya Fujiyoshi IT: Mitsuko Saiima 4; Sakura Ogawai 


T9: Cftksala Matsui 12: Haruka Tannawa 5: Izuifii Xanai 


2tt Kaon Minami 13: Takako Ctiigusa 6c Miko Kitano 


21 r Yoihimi Yafiagi >4- May urn Temto 7: Ykimiko Ku wka 


15: Shuuya Ffanatara 3: Yoji Kuramoto t: Yoshio Ahamaisu 


16: ttamshi Hiitfa $ Hurrah i Kuronaga 2: Kerta Hjima 


17: Mrtsuru Numai 10: Ftyuhei S&agm 3: TatiumiGhi Ooki 


18: ladakalsu Ha La oami 11: Hirofci Sugimira 4: Trahinori Oda 


19: Shinii Mimura 12: Vutaka Sato 5: Shogo Kawada 


20: Kymclti Mplofouchi 13: Yuit hiro Ta* ig uchi 6: Kazuo hriyama 


21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14; Sho Isukioka 7: Yoshiloki Kunirrobti 
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BATHE ROYALE 

STORY THUS FAR 



In thfi iwar future, a random elussof 9th 
gyyLd ?te tins been kidnapped, marooned on nri island,' 
and forced to compete on The fro^rain, a. popular 
reality phow that requires Its contestants to battle 
to the death. 


If the remaining students hove any hope. It would 
seem to 1 le with Shuuya Manaharu, the optimistic 
Took star with a plan to leave the Island* After 
feeing wounded by the evil Kasuo Ktrlyama, Shuuya 
Is nursed back to health by the kind-heart"d YuklO 
Utsuml and her band of helpful — and heavily 
nraied—young ladles* In gratitude, Shuuya tnvit<-s 
them to .loin hltn In hi & <‘'Bf!apr. however, the earnest 
Mon aha ra has forgotten that not everyone is so 
■quick to trust. One member of Yuklo*!; group doesn^t 
want to team up with Shuuya, Eind Is willing to go to 
great lengths to assure that doesn't happen. When a 
bowl of soup meant for Ehuuya is poisoned, one gi rl 
dies, fenr abounds and mistrust ensuos* Fingers 
and guns are pol ntr^d, and When lt*s all over one 
girl remains standing, surrounded by the bloody, 
bullet-riddled corpses of her friends. It’s the very 
girl who poisoned the soup In the first plane...a 
t--rr1 fieri little waif named Yuko Eakakl* 


f j 


BOTH ROYALE 

KousMUM nuuna msjiyuu tagichi 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


nHfflIw fitTEcn In a wno 


Yukio Utsumi 

HEIGHT: 159 cm (5 ft 2 in) 

WEIGHT; S3 kg (1171b) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON; Pistol 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Class Vice President. Charismatic and 
practical. A born leader hindered by 
dogged adherence to outmoded 
democratic ideals. Her tendency to put 
every decision t action to a "majority 
rules’ 1 vote will prove her downfall. 

CONCLUStON(S): Mid to late-game elimina¬ 
tion depending on the number of / effec¬ 
tiveness of those she chooses as allies. 


Yuko Sakaki 

HEIGHT: 154 cm (5 It) 

WEIGHT: 49 kg (108 lb) 

DESIGNATED WEAPOPN: Hydrocyanic acid 
(cyanide) 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Physically frail and men tally unstable 
(ref: Chi o do / session transcripts). Prone 
to faith-based delusions / hallucinatory 
episodes. Subject is least likely (of current 
contestant pool) to survive for any 
significant period of time. 

CONCLUSlON(S): Suicide a strong 
possibility. 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


dumber sixteen In a secies 



Yoshimi Yahagi 

HEIGHT: 155 cm (5 ft 1 in) 

WEIGHT; 53 kg (123 lb) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON; Government issue Colt 
sidearm 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

A self-sabotaging bundle of low self esteem. 
Hopelessly romantic despite multiple incidents 
of physical f sexual abuse. Subject's attraction to 
one Yoji Kura mote (ref: Boy # 8) verges on 
obsessive. High eye candy quotient a definite 
plus. 

CONCLUSIONS): Inconsistent behavior patterns 
could result in late elimination or a wildcard win. 



Hirono Shimizu 

HEIGHT; 167 cm (5 fl & ir») 

WEIGHT: 54 kg (119 lb) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON; Standard issue Colt 
sidearm 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

A punk nihilist / rebel without a ciue. A MHsuko 
Sotrnia (ref: Girl #11) ‘lieutenant" Subject 
embraces the Souma "gang" group mentality 
while openly espousing anarchic ideals. 
Contradictions abound. 

CONCLUSIONS): Should the Souma girl be 
eliminated, this one could, given the right 
circumstances, take it alt 
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BATTLE ROYALE CONTESTANTS 


llUfl'bi'i StWjfllt'ifn IO 3 S«INtS 



Mizuho Inada 

HEIGHT: 158 cm (5 ft 2 in) 

WEIGHT: 49 kg (IDS lb> 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: 44 Magnum 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Undiagnosed paranoid schizophrenia / delusory 
dementia (ref: parents f sub ref: Christian 
Scientist). Subject believes herself a vessel 
through which the powers of the “elder gods" 
(ref: Dungeons and Dragons Sourcebook Vo!. It) 
flow. In short, a loon. 

CONCLUSIONS}; A wildcard. Subject's 
performance will depend on the style and 
substance ot her delusions. Early out / dark 
horse win; this one could go either way. 



Kayoko Kotohiki 

HEIGHT: !54cm (5 tt) 

WEIGHT: 50 kg <1 TO kg) 

DESIGNATED WEAPON: 5£W MID 

PERTINENT BACKGROUND: 

Deceptively fragile. Decidedly passive- 
aggressive. Subject is the target of an 
obsessive search by Hiroki Sugimura 
(ref: Soy #11). Subject has, thus far, displayed 
no inclination to track down nor join up with 
Sugimura, nor longing for his company, 

CONCLUSIONS): Unrequited love? This could 
get interesting Have marketing look into 
potential romance manga license. Romantic 
tragedies are proven sellers. 
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Shiho LwA junior Hiqli School - Grade wClass 8 - Studtn! Rosier 


Bovs: 29 


15: Nttito Nakagawa 8: Kayoho Kfltohiki 1: Mizuho loads 


16: Yuka Nakagawa % Vuko Sakakt 2: Yukio Lttsumi 


IT: Saiomi Nod a 10: Hirona Stiimkzu 1 Meguoii Elou 


• Girls: 21 - tolal: 42 


15c$huuyatah£ra 3: Yt^i Kur^moio 1: Yoshio Akamateu 


IE: KanishiNinja 9- H:ro&hi Kuronaga 7i Ke-italijima 


17: Milsuru Numai 1C: Ryuhei Saiagawa 3: Ta^umictii 0-aki 







IS: Fumiyo Fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Sovnu 4: Sakura Dgawai 


1?: Chisato Malsui 1 2: Him ka Ta n za :ta 5: Uumi Ka nai 


20: Kaori Mmami 13: Takako Chigusa 0: Yukiko Kiiano 


21: Ttoshimi Yahagi 14: May uni Tend 3 7: Yitmi ko Kusaka 


18: Tadakalso Haiag a ri ill: Hifokr Stigi mu ra 4: Tosh in-on Dda 


Sh ini i Minuira 12, Tula ka Sato 5: Shogo Xawada 


20: Kyonchi Motobucfti 13: Yuichino Takiguthi 6: Kaiuo Kiriyama 


21 ■ Kaiuhiko Yamamoto 14: She Tsukioka 7: Yoshitoki Ku:: nobu 






THE PROGRAM:UPDATE 


CHAPTERS 72-79 



PROGRAM CONDITIONS: 

All members a! the class mu si hill each other uni 11 one survivor remains 
- AtF sludenis ire supplied with a ration ol rood, a map d the island, and 
a weapon * All students will wear an ox plosive bomb collar that also 
monitors life signs * Students are free to move aboul Ihe island but must 
Stay dud ol designated danger zones that will frequently change locations 
* M mere is more than one Survivor ill I be end of the game, the remaining 
bomb collars will be detonated. 


The joyous reunion. 


Viiho chooses her own destiny 
while Shuuya looks on 
haplessly. 



Shuuya receives a message Irqm a dearly Mizuho finally meets her ■god, 

departed friend. 
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IS: Fumyo Fujtyo^tij 11:MilsukoSauma 4: Salcura Ogawai 
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STORY THUS FAR 


In Ih* mpsr JMtunf, a i-anrfoft class *f ^th urnd-ra has 
b''’"n kldnap>-d ( nuTooiv^d or an : flljwl, and rpro-d to cori p--V *n 
Hi- - J’fyWrarT, -n popular fcolrVisniJ sn'iilitjr show that -ncqui rn-s It' 
wnt-*tant* t* Nrttl- to tV- rlutK. £«eh COnt.r-SL*nl ha* h»H-n KrW'ii 
rood, wnt'^r, Jind n randnsi weapon (vt !«h con Id T>- anythin* fro-” a 
tiaeTl 1 rn- KUn t4 ft frylnu: pin.) 


fntjiidli forty-tva siiiri'MYtiatn.r'L. cl th^- pnRi , ( only r.v.-n r^s-abn. 

Of tbn t‘ V-ri, Uv-y npft |h- broha-rt d*^n ini* 1 hroiip*i tho^- yh4ii< 
playtnn th* hass* and tlmse^ ulus am* oat* The*- 1* th- iJitt'-s 1 - cat^iWhy 
nr* Slmuyn Sinnabarrc,.an □ptintntlc^ vcild-'b' 1 rock stor[ iforiko 
■ni r, Bin VH* fttrM thv fit!* 1 “1th a CmihOt H ^tn4 l* llv 

l-TE Shojio Suvndit a ftorrsr r irlniMraf The I'mcwra-i Mtiooljilrs to hav.- 
a V*y *ff of th-" ItlimlfiAt] tfJrokl SuElEiura, a shy, «■ ntl- 4 

mnrtba] arts r_rLstcT, 


rhf paojiV play in If ihn ra->- vSth rusto arc Mstsuho “lEantaur* 
Eaisy.a and KtLP'i* K.lT-!yaPia. Kaurui hon -■ n: nfi h--*y pr ii and 

psychosc* T* SncT’-niw lb-" body cogent uhl ]*■ Kir LyaF.a has *-■■■* Din«'d 

told, clinical, iind caleulullrie Mn n birryltif out Klitunji many 

minora. iThnurn Surlrmrn In unit.**! In piirpap- with EJuj'iya's HTWip, 
hr- V*S C-tj'-i'r-r'Hi-Hl l* l'-aVc thrTi In ord'-r la fLnd Kayat-o KotahlV!, n 
fin hr ijvp-'iBf-r.tTy has fW-Uruw fPT,5‘J«.11--ilT* iO«l hi■ flw +t fH>'nd, 
Takak* Chljnuu, to Thr' Ppoxrart+ and his final Bonr-nlji vUh hor 
hnV" Only fnnlrd hi ■ dc*ilr- la protect KfiyOko fray a similar frit- . 

Kbtfcb-.■ tra's rariJ«K-ljf dipli!tu|>ni u*apOO |p a hnOi'-T.-lil tbaCMiU'- 
d^vlry 1 Mint ckn do t'dtolhrr play»‘m, thosirh it only 1 ndicat-s that 
anntTi»-r-it!-id rt «t tr n-arty—It flor*rt p t t-nll Mh uho that perron is or 

tf s/l^r-'n m-rnr! <jy ft--. 

tfnowl nr Wh* wants to MU you and who doesn't in WhJ Of thr no#t 
■ si por tn nl t h: rifs ! n tbo /’.”*< wn and thorclii -t* way ro-r jim yan-- La 
k mv frjr #' i H" Mh-nlhat- Knyako-^s p] -i yl nr or not unii 1 sh'-’s ftn'i nd,. Vith 
a* r-'W nt'iti^nt? ifftflllv*, St rtwuld t- noi*d that ih- ulftwt id not 
th" arir- vtth tim s«t kills.,. It’s Ih*- p^non vtv> Is sM 11 jiLlv- al IT ■ 
’■nr1.,.*nd t-Hd -wlnni-1- Of tly lsft fjiin vnl * r'rl. 
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BATTLE ROYAL! 

SHlftO IWA Junior High School - Grade c J/(]l£iss B ■ S hi tie n l Rosier 
Roys: 21 - Girls: 21 - Total: 42 



IS:Jtoriko Nakagavva 8 : Kayoko Kotohikt 1 :Mizuho Inada 



16: Yuka Nakagawa 9: Vuko Sskaki 2; Vukia Uisumi 



IT: Satomj Neda 




IScFumiyo Futiyoshi 11 :Mi&uko Souma 4 : Sakuia Ogami 




19: CliisaJo Matsui 12: Kanika Tanizawa 5: Izumi Kami 








1 5: Shuuya Hanahara 8: Yoji Kuramolo 1 : Yashin Akamatsu 


16: Kazushk Ni-.da 9: Kiroshi Kuronaga 2; Kflila lijircia 


17: Mitsuru Numai 10; flyuhei SBsaqawa 3: Talsumichi Doki 


18: Tadakatsu Halagami 11: Kiroki Sugimura 4: Toshmori Qda 


19 : Shinji Mimurg 12 : Yutaka Sale 5 : Siingo Karwada 



20: Kaori Mioami 13: Takako Ctiigusa G: Yukiko Kitano 


21: Yoshimi Yahsga 14: Miapmi Tendo 7: Yum-ko Kusaka 


2ft KyweN Motnbuchi 13: Yuichlrc Takigi«3ii 6: Kazuo Kiriyama 


21: Kazuhika Yamamoto 14: Slw Tsukiafca 7: YoshiEoki Kuninalu 
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In th€- DPjir future, n random class of 9th gradm* has 
bcnn kidnapped, marooned on, an. Island, and forced to 
compete on The Program, a popular tplnriBfd reality 
ihOU that requires It* Contestants to battle to the 
death* Each contestant has t**>n given To od, watery a,art a 
random weapon (which coaid be anyth! nr from a mochtne 
Run ton frying pan.) After the students W'-t^ told that 
escape* is lmposatblp and that they'd all tw executed 
if more than one student survived, th*- nornago and 
Casualties quickly escalated to record-break! nr levels. 


Though forty-two students star ted the only riV' 
r-nriin* Cf the rivw, th^y can t* brok-Ti down into twn 
groups.! those who are playing the game nnrt those who nn 
not* Those in the latter category are SKunyi Snnnhflrn, 
an optimistic, would-be rock star$ NorlfcO Tfakacawa, a 
girl -Who Started th j - gfl«C with a gunshot Wound to th*- 

l*m and EhOPo Kaviwin, 4 fbVWf winner or The Program 

who clal ms to hove a secret way off of tlv- island* 


The two people pi ay 1 ng the game with f’-iiito ar- Kttsuko 
“Hardcore” Sou na and Karua KiriJtfamB. Sou mo has 
be*n using her sex and psychos ■* to Increase the body 
count While Ki Myoma bar- remained cold, clinical, and 
calculating when carry ins out his many* many murders. 


With SO few students re rn a 1 nl ng, it shou Id be noted that 
the wioner is not the one with the moat kl 11s, It's the 
person who i s sti 11 a 11 ire at th>• e nd.. -a nd the end is 
drawing nigh. 
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BATTLE ROYAL! 


SHfHO IWA Junior High School - Grade UrCfass R SIUlICiH Rostirr 
Boys: 21 - Girl*: 21 - Total: 42 



15 : Norika Nakagaw a 8 : Kayufco Koloftifci 

1 : Mizuho tnada 
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' : ‘ ‘ "• l|* 

1 *. 
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1 f A "]} f| 
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■ # .* 1 
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1 fc Vuka Mag awa 9: Yuko Sakaki 1 : Yukio Ulsuim 



17: Satpmi Modi 10: Hirono Shtmizti 3: Htqumi ttDu 



1& Fumiyo Fgjiyoshi 11: MiEsuko Sosima 4: Sakura Opvtti 



I! ChisatD HaEsui 12; NarukaTanuawa 5:liumrKami 




15: Shuoya Sahara 8: Voji Kuranwto 




t: Voshto ti Kama t5U 



IS: Kazushi Nihsj 9: Hiroshi Kuronaga 2: Ktiialijimj 





17 : Mifeuru Numai 10 : Ryghci Sasa^awa 3 : Tatsumichi Qofci 





18: TadakaEsu Hataptii 11: tiraki Sugimura 


19: Shinji Mimitfa 11 Yulaka 5?to 


4: Toshirwn Oda 


5 c Sftogo Kawad a 


* Miami 13: Takakti Ctiigusa 6; Ylikiko Kitano 20t Kyotchi Molobuchi 13: Yuicliiro Takigu&hi 6: Kazuo Kiripna 



21: IfiKhimi YaEagi 14: Majrumi Ttmto 7: YUmrko Kttgaka 21: Kazuftiko Yaramoto 14: She Tsukioka 7: Yasfi ilaki Kuninobu 
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THE PROGRAM: UPDATE 
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BATTLE ROYAL! 


SHIH0 IWA Junior Hign ScllOOl - Grade s/tlass EJ - Student Rus1c:r 
Uai$: 21 - Gins: zi ■ Total: 42 




15: Norik d haka ga*a 0: Kayoko Kotohiki 1 : Mijgho Inada 15: Shu uya Nanaftara 0: Ybji Kursmalo 1: Yoshio Afcamat&i 


t& tuka Nakagawa 9: Yuko Sakata 2 : Yutao Dtsumi lG:KazushiNiida 9: Hiroshi Kunonsga 2; Keita lijima 


IT: Sabvn Noda 10: Hirono Siiiimiru 3: Mfegumi Ctou 


17: Mitsuru Mumai 10t Ryyhei Sasagawa 3: Tatsumicha Ooki 


10: Fumiyo fujiyoshi 11: Mitsuko Soyma 4; Satarra Ogawai 


19. ChiSAto Maisui 12: Haruka Taniiawa 5: llurtii Kanai 


20 Kaori Minami 13: fakaka Chkgusa B. Yukiko Krtano 


21: Mimi Yahagi U: Mayumi lento 7: Yuimka Kusaka 


IS: Tadafeatsu Halagami 11: Himta Suoinura 4: Tosh man Qto 


IS: Shi hi i Mimura 12: Yutaka Sato 3: Stogo Kawads 


20: Kjfdtchi 1 Molotmchi 13: Yuichiro Takiguchi 6: Kamo Kirtyama 


21: Kazuhiko Yamamoto 14:Sho Tsekioka 7: Y&shitoki Kyniisobu 
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In the nf-ar rutUiH?, a random clnSs of ^ih Rrart^TS bos 
been kidnapped, maroon' d on an island, and fore d to 
eomp+’t<- on The Program, a popular reality show that 
I requires its contestants to brittle to the death. Each 
contestant has been riven food, water, and a random 
weapon (which could fr" anyth inn; from a machine run to 
a frying pan.) Aft- L r tb" students wstc told that escape 
is impossible and that they'd all be executed if more 
than one student survived, the carnage and casualties 
quickly escalated to record-breaking lev Is. 


Though forty - two st ude nts started the game, only four 
remain. The thr-^' that aren’t willingly playing the 
game are Ehuuya Nanahara, an optimistic, would-b- 
rock stars tforlko Vakagawn, a girl who started the gam- 
With a gunshot wound to the leg* and Shdgo Kavada, 
a former winner of The Program who claims to have a 
secret way off of tlvr 1 si and* 


The <>Hiy other student left al j v> is the otv responsible 
for the most kills; Karuo Klriyama, a mcrelVes killing 
machine who £ep-ms capable or rrndlCiitln* cany and all 
that stand be fore bin. tfhllc the Tp’flFors for the success 
of Ms killing spr'e remain n mystery, what Is clear is 
that there*K no middle ground when dealing with bln. 
it*3 VI11 or be killed--and Klriy.nma h*s yet to find a 
target hi can’t eliminate. 
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Playboy Magazine 


Combine “the horror am! extreme violence of A Clockwork Orange 
with ion/ of tin* Flies* vxpia ration of human nature and depravity... 
(Nut) for the faint of heart.” - Publishers Weekly 


The beginning of the end! 

Shuuya, Kawada, and Norik® light for their lives against 
Kirlyama, the psychotic student who decimated most of 
their class. While Kiriyama strives to eradicate the other 
kids’ futures, we get an insider’s view of Kiriyama’s past*.* 
and what forces shaped this bright, talented young man 
into the unfeeling killer he is today. 
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In the near future, a random class 
of 9th graders has been kidnapped, 
marooned on an island, and forced 
to compete on The program, a 
popular reality show that requires 
its contestants to battle to the 
death. Each contestant has been 
given food, water, and a random 
weapon (which could be anything 
from a machine gun to a frying 
pan.) After the students were told 
that escape is impossible and that 
they'd all be executed if more 
than one student survived, the 
carnage and casualties quickly 
escalated to record-breaking 
levels» 


Though forty-two students started 
the game, only four remain. The 
three that aren't willingly 
playing the game are Shuuya 
Nanahara, an optimistic, would- 
be rook Star,* Noriko Nakagawa, a 
girl who started the game with 
a gunshot wound to the leg; 
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of the island. 



The only other student left 
alive is the one responsible 
for the most kills; Katuo 
Kiriyama, a brain-damaged 
killing machine incapable of 
feeling human emotion. After 
a whiplash inducing ear chase 
(and subsequent crash), it's 
a gunshot wound courtesy of 
Noriko that finally seems to 
have Kiriyama on the ropes. But 
this is one homicidal maniac 
that won't go down without 
a fight, and with Kavrada 
sidelined with a bullet to the 
gut, it's up to shuuya to put 
this rabid dog down once and 
for all * * * 
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Inal Chapter Memorial Discussion: 

Koustiun Takaml and Masayuhi Taguchi 


Battle Royalr has just finished a successful ti ve-year run. 

What arc your feelings about its length? 

Taken!: Oh, it waa long._ E I didn't think it would he that long! 

(laughs 1 

TagueMs But, I felt like if you try to do it thoroughly, that's 
haw long it will take. I'm very happy I could finish drawing 
the entire thing. 

The manga ended somewhat differently then the original,. Tftkftml 
what are your thought? on Hs revised ending? 

Takae.lt In my novel, Shuuya ttanaharo, kills the soldiers without any 
remorse on the escape boat. But Taguchi-san didn't have Shuuya do 
that. So. while the manga at first paralleled my original version, by 
the end it became completely Taguehi-san 1 s original story. Wot that 
that's bad--! think that his sensibility really brought this version 
of the Story to life. It seems that out of the two of us, I've got 
the inferior personalityI(laughs) 

TftgUOhlt Honestly, in my mind it's no-t an issue of which of us 
is good or bad--but it Just seemed to- happen this way naturally. 
Since this was published in a serial format, 1 had to differentiate 
between the various characters even more clearly than in a novel or 
movie, 5o Shuuya gradually developed a personality, almost like the 
character of a Khonen manga, where a strong sense of justice caused 
him to say things like, "We shouldn't kill each otherl!" Because I 
was trying to play up this characteristic in him, I felt that the 
manga version of Shuuya shouldn't kill the soldiers on the boat. 
it*s almost like this character pulled along through the story, 
TakaRS: That sounds like we're getting into the technical, aspect 
of how to write manga, fiut, beyond that, I think that's Just 
Taguchi'a style. For example, compared to director rukasaku-san 1 s 
movie version, Taguchi-San'e Stance is closer to my own. That said, 
Taguchi-san seems to have this all-encompassing love for people 
in genera 1.,,whereas, I think that 1 am a little bit more mean. 

That'8 not to eay I'm Kiriyama or any thing...but I do think that I 
have a part that of me that views humans in the way one would view 
machines, Anyway, the manga version gives me a sort of effusive 
feeling^or closer still, a general, non judgmental love for humans. 

Had you beep pi anni ng this ending for a while? 

TagUChl l w«n, to answer that, I first need to talk about something 
rather personal, when i started this project, I had just recently 
become a father, so my frame of mind at the beginning was less 
jaded,..to the point where I was loaning on the side of love in 
general. For example, my feeling? concerning crime? against children 
were more acute than ever.-and not to mention dealing with 9 /1 L_ When 
those things happened, l started thinking--not about revenge, but 
of how to deal with that human violence and stiil continue to live 
life while I was drawing. Of course, this is not an easy question 
to answer, but young people right now deal with a lot of issue? 
(including these9, so it became a song of encouragement. 1 just 
wanted to tell young people that they should keep looking for the 
answer._and that by just doing that, they could become worthwhile 
people. 





rakfiwi-jan t in retrospect, vert there any scenes you liked in particular'? 

Takatnl: Before the manga began running, I often wondered how the 
action jttnti would play out.,.but as the Story progrcustd, I really 
began to look forward to Taguchi-gan■g original parts. That'S not to 
a ay the action scenes weren't great ..because they were!! Especially 
those involving the aupperting characters, like when the couple. 
Yahagi and Ifou-chan, have their discussion. I really liked that. In 
the novel, I wrapped up the bachStcry of how they got together in a 
few short sen tenets...but i felt it really began to stand strongly on 
its own when it was shown in manga format. 

TaeucM? I like vahagi, too..,vhich isn't a surprise, since I modolnd 
most of the Characters after someone I know. 

PnitBPiit Did you model her after A girl who was in yOur class a long 
time ago or something? 

TaftUChlf Oh, there wasn't any particular person I had in mind for 
her^S just listened to * lot of women talk to get a sense of the 
unique outlook on life that they possess. On the other hand, You-. 

Chan is that pure, virginal part of myself that you don't want people 
to see. That virginal aspect is something r think all men want to 
hide. ( laughs) As far as original parts go, for the section where the 
couple, ogawai and Yamamoto, commits suicide, I fool like 1 fully 
grasped the idea that this is how X should do it. Of course, I really 
liked Akamat&u, Kiriyana a group, and so or., .but as time passed, f 
started to feel more strongly about the characters, and the story 
just got bigger. 

Takamli i was really impressed with the skillful way he distributed 
time among the characters. It's possible that in my novel, the 
main characters arc actually kind of all alike. Of course their 
appearances and hobbies are different, but when it comes down to it, 
they" re all the same. 1 guess you could say characters in a novel are 
what they are...while here in the manga format, they continue to change 
and grow. On the other hand, by adding in parts Like how Sugimura is 
afraid to be Violent and. is troubled by this, or hew Mimura has a 
proud, cocky demeanor, the characters are in a process of growing and 
evolving from there, I think. 

Taguchlt3 think that there’s a technical and emotional side, and that 
this process utilizes them both. 

rak&ni; By the way, in the character-ranking poll, Kawada was first, 
right? He came in at number one, 

faguehl: Yeahj but I think timing has a lot to do with that. That poll 
was taken while 1 was drawing Kawada's episode. 

Xakaail: i think that even if that weren't the case, Kawada would have 
been first. 1 think that Kawada is really a "Young Champion"-eaqLie 
character, after all f young CftsmpiOrt is Che rianTe Of the magazine 
Battle floyale was serialized in---Editor), Especially when paired 
with your art, Taguchr-^&an. Someone even said he looked like Bancho 
KiyoharaL (Laughs) (BancJlC ftiyohdra is a professional baseball player 
for the lomiuri GiantsEditor} But, Taguchi-san's art really is 
directly descended from Oboriu Tezuka (Artist of Astro Boy , etc., 
considered the father of modern manga, Edi eor'. It's really very 
”fnangh-esqu b" art. But, 1 think because his art has very clean lines, 
it's easy to overlook this at times, too, 

Taguebi: People tell me my art is reminiscent qf "gekiga" ig&k iga r 
historical /serious comics), or that it's realistic, but it's really 
easy to put my own emotions into the faces, so it sounds strange if 
X say they're symbolic faces—but they are manga faces. Like, when 
they're sad, they bring their eyebrows down as far as possible, and 
so on . 



Takaml: Also, I feel like as the series went on* characters' 
cuprcsiiyna became mjrc And mort grms-up locking. But it wasn’t 
necessarily a conscious thing, right? 

ToKuchli in the beginning I was very conscious that everyone had, 
to look like middle school students, but by the end r had speciftc 
expressions for Curtain things they would say. That allowed IH to 
draw them more naturally. 

Takanl! Even though each character has different reactions to 
different challenges, there are elements that are universal 
throughout. That's why £ think Taguohi-san r s art was just so 
appropriate for this story, 

TaRUChl: There were many things I realised as an illustrator 
because I had a chance to work on this book-wherees before, it was 
almost as if a fog were covering it. 

Taksmi: flow so? 

Tagucbi: for example, in the middle of people's changing values and 
views, there is an occurring drams, 3 became able to perceive it 
in this sort of precise way within myself. 1 read what Takami-san 
had written, and in the various stages of taking that and turning 
it into a manga, it somehow became almost engrained within me. To 
compare it to singing, for example, it would be like creating your 
own distinct way of singing in these five years, one that isn't 
karaoke- So I’m very grateful for this experience. 

Takaml; No, no, not at allt [laughs) 1 think this is something 
you were able to grasp on your own, Taguchi-san—not because my 
original story existed or anything like that. 

An / final comment®? 

TajKUthl: I will keep creating different works and honing my skills^, 
and if Takami-san writes a new story and there is a chance, T 
would love the honor of being allowed to draw the manga version. 
But, rather than doing it right away, I think it’d be more 
interesting to give it some time, first. 

Tnka.mli well, even if we leave time, It might still become my next 
project]|laughs> But, I'll do my best. Also, Id like to use this 
space to say thank you to all ot our readers. Thank you so much 
for staying with us all these years! 

ToRuchit ¥es, thank you so much! I will work herd to make sure my 
next, project is the best it can be 1 _■ ■ 


Thank you both for your hard vork. Iam looking forward to 
your upcoming probots* whatever thffy may be. 

And thaijk you everyone Cor reading! 
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